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BLUEBIRD NOTES 

Winter 2019 

 Winter Greetings from North Carolina Eastern Bluebirds 

Durham County Bluebird Photo Show 

Elke Hoffmann of northern Durham County submitted 

these outstanding photographs she snapped recently. It seems like these Blues were more than happy to pose so 

nicely for the camera. Thanks for capturing these photogenic bluebirds in such a good light, Elke. Well done! 

We found some more very nice Durham bluebird photos in our photo archives. Thanks to Baxter Sapp, Jr. for 

these fabulous pictures he photographed in February 2017. These bluebirds add so much life and color to the 

winter scenery. Nice work, Baxter. We know they will help brighten up your cold days during this season.   
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Mission Statement 

Our goal is to support activities that foster the resurgence of 

bluebirds and other cavity nesting birds in our home areas. 

NCBS is an affiliate member of the North American Bluebird 

Society. www.ncbluebird.org 

Report from NCBS Immediate Past President 

Happy New Year, Fellow Bluebirders!

We appreciate all your help for the Bluebirds of 2019. We received 
some wonderful photos this year of our NC Blues. How great to see 
snapshots showing these little guys flourishing through out the state.

I am really looking forward to our 2020 Conference at Sylvan 
Heights Bird Park. We have information about the park, as well 

as some great pictures, to help you visualize the value of visiting 
this place of natural beauty that hosts a wide variety of our 

feathered friends. Check out pages 3 to 5 for more details about 
this spectacular event scheduled for May 16, 2020.  

Enjoy your winter and before you know it the nesting season
 of the Bluebirds of 2020 will be here.

Ken 

It is extra important to remember our feathered friends in the 
cold weather. Ways to help blues and other birds during the 
winter can be found on pages 9 & 10. Nest box tips on page 6.

Thanks so much for all who provided nesting survey data and 
comments. Box monitoring is such an important function to 
track success. See more on pages 11 to 13. 
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We are proud and excited that Sylvan Heights Bird Park will be hosting our 2020 annual conference. A 

summary and photos of this place of beauty was provided from park representatives to share with you. 

Sylvan Heights Bird Park seeks to advance conservation of waterfowl and wetlands, to act as a local 

educational resource for avian biology and wetlands ecology, and to serve as an international center for 

avicultural training and research. The park is designed to give visitors an unforgettable up-close 

experience with over 2,000 waterfowl, parrots, toucans, flamingos, and other exotic birds from around 

the world.  

Open to the public since October 2006, the 18-acre facility features spacious, walk-through aviaries 

displaying birds from South America, North America, Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia. The aviaries 

are surrounded by tranquil gardens and lush natural areas, which enhance the beauty of the birds on 

exhibit and immerse visitors in native North Carolina wildlife habitat. Learn more about this 
spectacular place online at https://shwpark.com/.

Katie G. Lubbock, Media & Communications Coordinator 

. 

2020 SYLVAN HEIGHTS BIRD PARK (1 OF 3) 



4 

. 
 

NCBS 2020 Annual Conference Speakers Announced 

We are very excited about the two speakers who will be making presentations at our North Carolina 

Bluebird Society Annual Conference on May 16, 2020 at Sylvan Heights Bird Park.  

1. Our first speaker, Dr. Dean C. Rust, is President of the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania

(BSP).  Dr. Rust was born and raised in Eaton, Ohio (near Dayton). He graduated from Ohio State 

University Dental School in 1972 and then relocated to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he practiced 

dentistry for 33 years. After retirement in 2005, Dr. Rust joined the Bluebird Society of Pennsylvania 

and became the Lancaster County Coordinator shortly thereafter. He was captivated by the charm of 

the bluebirds – their beauty, their song, and their dedication while tending their young.  

In addition to his role as president of BSP, he monitors 17 bluebird trails in Lancaster, York, 

Dauphin, and Chester counties in Pennsylvania.. That amounts to approximately 350 nestboxes 

which fledge 600 to 700 bluebirds each summer! Dr. Rust also published a wonderful book on 

bluebirds, The Beloved and Charismatic Bluebird.. The book contains some historical information on 

bluebirds, plans for building nestboxes, how-to’s for monitoring nestboxes and deterring predators, 

beautiful pictures, and much more. Dr. Rust is a Speaker’s Bureau member for the North American 

Bluebird Society. We are thrilled that he and his wife, Shirley, will be joining us for our annual 

meeting.  

2. Our second presenter will be Juan Romero from Sylvan Heights Bird Park. Juan’s career is

fascinating! Juan has worked with animals for the last 30 years in both South and North America. In 

the 1990’s he founded and directed The Birds of Prey Rehabilitation Center in Merida, Venezuela. In 

his role at this location he rehabilitated and released raptors. He also designed Venezuela’s first free-

flight bird show, and was responsible for the care, maintenance and handling of Andean condors for 

the Andean condor reintroduction program.  

In the United States Juan has worked in many zoos, including the Bronx & Central Park Zoos in New 

York,  the Turtle Back Zoo at West Orange, New Jersey, and the Toledo Zoo and Aquarium in Ohio. 

Juan has designed and implemented behavioral training programs for animals and birds.  He is an 

avian behaviorist and trainer and is currently working with sandhill cranes and mallard ducks for a 

film to be released in 2021. During his presentation at our annual conference Juan will be 

demonstrating his (and the birds’!) skills, and there will be ample opportunity to take some 

interesting photos.    

 Both of our speakers will provide us new insight 

into the world of birds!  

 Come prepared to learn a lot and to be amazed! 

 See you May 16 for this Saturday of fun and 

education in a scenic wonderland. 

Kay Cameron, Vice President/Recording Secretary 

2020 SYLVAN HEIGHTS BIRD PARK (2 OF 3) 
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Sylvan Heights Bird Park
500 Sylvan Heights Park Way 

Scotland Neck, NC 27874 

https://shwpark.com/
photos on pages 3 – 5 courtesy of the park

Saturday, May 16, 2020 (9:00 am to 4:00 pm) 

AGENDA

9:00 – 9:30 Registration in Gold Leaf Room (Coffee & Danish, Meet & Greet, Welcome Film) 

9:30 – 10:00 Toad Hall Opens – Silent Auction Viewing/Bidding, NCBS Store, Informative Displays 

10:00 – 11:00 Welcome, Introductions, Annual Business Meeting 

11:00 – 12:00  Speaker – Dr. Dean C. Rust 

President of the Pennsylvania Bluebird Society 

Author of The Beloved and Charismatic Bluebird 

12:00 – 12:45 Lunch (Catered by Abrams) 

BBQ Pork, Fried Chicken, Slaw, Potato Salad, Hush Puppies  & more!       

12:45 – 1:00 Information Sharing, Silent Auction Bidding 

1:00 – 1:30 Speaker – Juan Romero 

Avian Behaviorist and Trainer 

Includes Bird Show with picture-taking opportunity 

1:30 – On Tour Sylvan Heights Bird Park (Park is open until 5:00) 

2:30 Announce Door Prizes and Silent Auction Winners 

3:30 Prizes and Silent Auction Items must be picked up by this time 

4:00 Toad Hall (Meeting Location) closes 

5:00 Sylvan Heights Bird Park closes 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Return this form and check payable to NCBS by May 2 to: 

Charles Brewer, 3900 Bamburgh Lane, Apex, NC 27539 

Attendee #1 ______________________________________________  Phone___________________ 

Attendee #2 ______________________________________________  Phone___________________ 

Attendee #3 ______________________________________________  Phone ___________________ 

_________ Number of Registration(s) –  $30 per person (Park Entrance Fee and Saturday lunch included)

_________ Total Payment Amount Enclosed  

Comments/Notes:______________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2020 SYLVAN HEIGHTS BIRD PARK (3 OF 3) 



6 

It is very important to keep nest boxes in mind in all seasons. During the winter months these man made havens can help 

ensur e the safety of the bluebirds, as well as other smaller native songbirds. You might want to close the vent holes just 

in case. Nest boxes provide shelter which is one of the three factors, along with food and water necessary for bluebird 

success. Senior Bluebird Consultant, Ray Welch, shares some useful tips regarding these boxes that are key to bluebirds’ 

survival. 

Old, Used Nest in the Box:  During the breeding season it is necessary to remove the spent nest from the box as 

soon as possible after the young fledge. Bluebirds will NOT reuse an old nest; instead the female will build the next

nest on top of the old. Successive nests may put the eggs and hatchlings at a high level of danger to predators. 

Bluebirds are generally clean nesters, but I highly recommend that you stand up wind from the nest box and wear

rubber gloves when cleaning boxes.

After the first and second brood you can do just a casual cleaning by removing the nest, removing the poop and brushing 

out the box. Do not use any types of insecticides in the nest box while nesting is ongoing. A better cleaning can wait 

until the end of the breeding season. Remember, that you are dealing with a wood material and water may speed up 

deterioration of your box. Use your best judgment on how you clean the nest box for the next season. 

Know Your Bird Nests:  Bluebirds make a very neat woven nest of pine needles and dried grass about 2” to 2 1/2” 

deep. Tree Swallow nest are similar with the nest cup lined with white feathers. Carolina Wrens make a nest primarily 

of twigs and other materials while the House Wren is made entirely of twigs with the entrance to the nesting area at the 

back of the box. The male House Wrens will build false nests in as many boxes as he can in the immediate area. We 

are not to remove that nest until we prove that it is false.

You can find pictures on the Internet of the different nests that birds build. Remember the federal law prevents doing 
harm to any native bird, so if you cannot identify a built nest, leave it alone until you can! Also remember that we

put up Bluebird boxes hoping for bluebirds but if we get a Chickadee or Wrens, we must DO NO HARM and hope for

bluebirds in the next clutch. One last comment in this section: I strongly encourage the use of nest cups in the box. Nest

cups are for our benefit and will not discourage the hen in the brooding process. That nest cup helps you in removing the 

nest without damage and the cleaning of the nest box after the babies have fledged. 

The House/English sparrow builds its nest out of trash and debris. This sparrow is not protected and you can remove 

nest or the bird. PLEASE don’t let this predator raise more of the same by not doing what you need to do!

Wasp in Box: Winter and early spring are good times to check your nest box for wasps and remove their nest. During

winter the wasp will be dormant but a little warmth in the spring and pupa will become active. Watch the box for a few 

minutes to make sure that the wasp nest is not active. Wasps nest hang from the ceiling so after removing the nest scrub 

the inside top with a cake of ivory soap. Bluebirds will not use a nest box with a wasp nest hanging. I do not 

recommend using any insecticides inside the nest box. At some point insecticide may become toxic to the parents and 

babies. One more time…nest cups, nest cups.

If you have any questions from past experiences I would love to communicate with you by email or 
telephone. Check out my contact information on page 2 and let’s talk!

Ray Welch, Davidson County Coordinator/Past President 

DON’T NEGLECT YOUR NEST BOXES 
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An article in our February 2017 issue of Bluebird Notes by Betsy Welch discusses research from ornithologist Dr. 

Peter Marrar regarding a book he has written entitled Cat Wars: The Devastating Consequences of a Cuddly Killer.  

It points out the danger that cats roaming freely pose to birds. Check out this edition and other past newsletters in  

our online archives at https://www.ncbluebird.org/news. 

I share the concern of cats as a threat to birds. On the flip side, a helpless kitten stole my heart and I care about his 

welfare too. I know others who like both birds and cats, including Bluebirders I have met on the NCBS Board. I can 

speak from personal experience of the plight of a pitiful little feline that was abandoned, hungry, and sick. He is now 

healthy & loved, but was once alone in the cold. His name is Oscar, after my great-grandpa from Houston, Indiana. 

He has his own website, felinegreetings.com. In addition to being a photo subject, he helps with computer work.  

I have learned a lot about felines from helping this little critter. There appears to be two trains of thought whether 

pet cats should be allowed outdoors. I agree with information from The Humane Society of the United States that

indicates it is best for cats to stay indoors. For the health and safety of Oscar, and local birds, he is not allowed 

outside unsupervised. I hope to be able to get a cattery or screened in porch someday, so he can enjoy natures’ 

sights & sounds more closely in a safe environment. In the meantime, he watches the outside world safely from the

windows.  

Similarly, some people find squirrels a hindrance to their efforts to help birds. Please remember squirrels are 

living creatures with needs for food, shelter, and safety just the same as our feathered friends. And they are so 

cute!  These photos showcase a couple of sassy ones I snapped that seem to have a fun personality. Check out

humanesociety.org for more information about cats, squirrels, and a wide variety of animals.  

Glenda Ryan, Webmaster/Editor 

NUISANCES AND THREATS TO BIRDS 
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A fabulous article on sialis.org discusses why bluebirds matter so much to humans. This resource informs that 

bluebirds offer and invoke so many happy feelings. Some interesting highlights of this story,Why Bluebirds Make us 

Goopy, by Elizabeth Zimmerman Smith are summarized below. 

 Enjoyable song to ears

 Beautiful sights to eyes

 Family-oriented values

 Manners: Bluebirds are nice birds to humans and other bird (other than understandable competition)

 Reminder of happiness, hope, and simpler times

 Sign of Spring: When buebirds begin looking for nest sites, February and March, nicer weather is expected very

shortly.

Reference:  Smith, Elizabeth Zimmerman. 2013, http://www.sialis.org/goopy.htm 

NCBS membership subscriptions can make fabulous gift choices for so many: parents, grandparents, 

teachers, mail carriers. colleagues, siblings, friends. Anyone who loves nature and has concern for the 

conservation of bluebirds or other birds would surely appreciate this present that gives a reminder of  how 

much you care every season.  

You can fill out the form on page 14, email contact@ncbluebird.org, or call Glenda @ 919-802-1241 to 

place an order or ask questions.  

Our online store is another great option for finding bluebird related merchandise for bird and nature 

lovers. Check out  ncbluebird.org or cafepress.com/ncbluebirdsociety. Who couldn’t use an extra coffee 

mug or keychain with a bluebird image?  We have a wide variety of blank greeting cards with bluebird 

pictures.  Great as gift choice or for yourself. Nice to have on hand to send a note for a wide range of 

occasions.  

Get your gift buying chores done and help a good cause!  A Win-Win-Win: for you, your gift recipient(s), 

and our feathered friends.  

With Valentine’s Day just around the corner,  

we have some products that would be perfect! 

Another unique gift choice would be to give  by paying the fee of our  annual conference for  someone would 

enjoy attending this awesome event. Give an experience and memories, day of fun, education, and photo opportunity 

for a nature or bird enthusiast you know.   

If interested to give a gift certificate to the annual conference, you can fill out the form on page 5 and note in the 
comments this is gift, email contact@ncbluebird.org, or call Chuck  @ 919-387-4673 to order or for questions. 

WHY PEOPLE LOVE BLUEBIRDS SO MUCH 

WRAP UP SHOPPING CHORES/HELP BLUES 

cafepress.com/ncbluebirdsociety
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.  WATER:  Fresh, Clean, and Unfrozen

When the temperature drops down 

significantly, it is critical that fresh 

clean water is available to our 

feathered friends to drink. These 

photos submitted by Buncombe 

County Coordinator, Russ 

Bauman, highlight how imporant it 

is for birds to obtain water that is 

suitable for drinking in extreme 

cold. These little guys were lucky, as Russ provides heated water. You can too. A bird bath that is made to 

heat water is ideal.  See related article below regarding personal experience of acquiring a heated birdbath. 

Winter Heated Birdbath – A Great Idea! 

|Attracting birds to your backyard is a favorite winter activity. Since childhood our family has enjoyed 

feeding birds and keeping track of the different species. After I retired and had more time at home to watch 

our winter birds, I asked for a heated birdbath for a September birthday gift. My husband, Ed, was more 

than happy to help with this gift. As a woodworker Ed had helped make perfect nest boxes of cedar wood 

for our bluebirds. He thought a heated birdbath would be a great addition for our backyard bird habitat. 

We checked on the Cornell Lab of Ornithology website and found Bird Notes 09 from Sapsucker Woods – 

Providing Water for Birds. Birds need water every day for drinking and bathing. After splashing for a few 

minutes a bird will perch in a sunny spot, fluff its feathers out to dry. Then it will preen each feather to add 

a protective coating of oil secreted by a gland at the base of its tail. 

Since we lived in a rural area we used Google to locate a birdbath on line. There are many heated birdbaths 

available in local birding stores and department stores now if you live in urban areas. We knew a birdbath 

should be shallow and easy to clean. We chose one that could be mounted on the newly remodeled deck 

that Ed had finished. It mounted to the rail and was just outside the large front window. This plastic basin 

was easy to clean every couple of days. It is critical to keep the bird bath clean. You do not want green 

algae to grow in the bath. Many concrete birdbaths are more ornamental. They need to be scrubbed out 

regularly due to the uneven surface.  

A large flat stone was placed in the middle of the birdbath. Birds could easily jump up to the stone to sun 

and preen. What a joy it was to watch birds all winter benefiting from this birdbath. Bluebirds were regular 

visitors. A bird feeder was located to one side. Now they could eat and drink all winter in the same 

location. A great addition to our backyard!  We are planning to use our heated birdbath again this winter. 

Creating clean, safe habitats for our birds is a family project. Now our grandchildren can delight in 

identifying winter birds. They can add birds to their Life Lists and enjoy caring for birds all winter long.  

What a great idea for a gift that keeps giving to make our world a better place. 

Carol Reid, Representative for Cherokee and Clay Counties, Co-Coordinator for Wake County 

COLD WEATHER TIPS FOR SONGBIRDS 
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Shelter 

Trees and other elements of nature offer some shelter to birds. However, times of inclement weather may 

allow freezing rain and snow to add challenges for places birds may find shelter when Mother Nature is 

more friendly. Nestboxes and bird houses can serve to help our Blues stay safe and dry when rain, snow, 

and ice are pelting down. See page 6 for valuable nest box tips from Bluebird Consultant Ray Welch. 

Access to Food 

When snow and ice is packed on the ground, it can be extra challening for bluebirds and other songbirds to access 

insects, seeds, and berries. The birds that visit the residence of Russ Bauman know they can find nourishment when 

snow is covering the ground. The Biltmore Lake bluebird in the photo below to the right is is enjoying a winter 

snack of mealworms, courtesy of the Baumans. 

Information About Feeding Bluebirds Found on the Internet 

Check out food sources and recipe suggestions for the Blues and other ways to 

make your yard bluebird-friendly in the winter on our website, ncbluebird.org. 

Sialis.org is another great resource for many ideas to help bluebirds all year 

round. See summary on page 8 of an interesting article found at this  

website discussing why people are so fond of bluebirds.  

North American Bluebird Society (NABS) offers Wealth of Helpful Tips 

Check out nabluebirdsociety.org for a wide range of valuable bluebird information: food, shelter, nest 

boxes, and so much more. The headquarters for NABS is located in Bloomington, Indiana, which is very 

close to my hometown of Houston, Indiana (about an hour drive...some of the traveling can be done on a

short cut through scenic Hoosier National Forest—if you don’t mind gravel roads).   

COLD WEATHER TIPS FOR SONGBIRDS 

My brother Donald Ryan still lives in Houston, Indiana. He is fortunate to have many nature photo 
opportunities. He has given many bluebird and songbird photos to NCBS. These two fun birds below offer 
some cool poses to keep us smiling. Thanks for the wonderful pictures of feathered finds of Indiana, 
Donald. Keep em coming.

These two birds (Tufted Titmouse on the left and Chickadee in the right photo) are also found 
in North Carolina and are supported by the mission of NCBS regarding native cavity-nesting 
songbirds. 

Glenda Ryan, Webmaster/Editor 
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2019 NEST BOX COMMENTS 

SKINNER CHALK (CARTERET): There were 10 fledglings and I have seen no bluebirds since then. I 

was under the impression they would stay around but they did not. Hope they will show up in 2020 and 

that I am able to see them. Thank you for what you do! 

GENE MOORE (CATAWBA): Better than last year but not as good as 2017- hope 2020 will be more 

productive this year. Total of 7 bluebirds fledged and 5 chickadees fledged.  

MARK WARMUTH (CATAWBA): It is hard to explain why we have seen such a nice recovery in the 

number of BB eggs laid since 2015. Apparently there was an abundant source of food for the birds on our 

golf courses.  

MARK GRAHAM (CHEROKEE): One nest box taken over at the start by house wrens with dummy nests 

and one taken over by a "mystery nest" with no production after an initial fledging with a Bluebird pair. 

Our plan is to add 5 or so nest boxes on a new trail for next season. Looking forward to next year.  

KAY CAMERON (CHEROKEE & FORSYTH): Only the first nestings were successful -- in both 
Winston-Salem and Murphy. The bluebird parents disappeared after laying a few eggs during the 2nd 
nesting. 

RAY WELCH (DAVIDSON): Season started as if it might be a great bluebird year. Blues beat the english 
sparrows to building nest which has not happen here in the last several years. Trapped three male english 
sparrows and dispose of them properly. This stopped at least three english sparrow nestings. Then the 
extreme temperatures started about mid-season which stopped the thirds broods here. 

SUSAN ANTLE (DURHAM): We monitor nesting boxes on a weekly basis. This year, three nesting 
boxes had 3 broods and the other ten had two broods. This year twelve garden club members shared 
the monitoring responsibility. Each week two members use a golf cart to drive around the golf course 
to monitor the nesting boxes. The data is uploaded to Google Docs so all can see the results. 

LYNN B SPEE (CATAWBA): There were several nest boxes that were raided by racoon(s) in late April 
or early May, despite most having predator guards (I was away three weeks at this time). On return, I 
repaired the damaged guards and also sprayed the base of every post with "Deer Off" repellent. 
There were also several cases of house wren invasions & predation on bluebird nests. Four of my boxes 
have smaller entrance holes to be inviting for nuthatches, chickadees, & titmice.
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2019 NEST BOX SURVEY DATA RESULTS 

KEN KERNODLE (DURHAM): The number of 1st and 2nd nestings were excellent this year but noticed a 

substantial reduction in 3rd nestings. Only had 3 - 3rd nestings in 23 boxes. Maybe nature’s way to counter 

the very hot weather conditions in July and August?    

STEVE McDANIEL (DURHAM) Durham Academy Upper School was the best trail with nest/eggs/

fledglings in all boxes. Issues with ants in 3 boxes, squirrel gnawing out 2 holes, 2 blacksnakes, and wasps 

in 3 boxes. All in all, a pretty good year!!   

DONNA ALLRED (GUILFORD): It was a season of extremes: very rainy, very hot, very dry spell. There 

was one torrential storm that caused the highest flood in the park of 30 years, one nest of babies drowned.  

BARBARA TAYLOR & LISA SPAINHOUR (HARNETT): Buies Creek Garden Club Birdwatch on the 

Nancy Blair Eliason Bluebird Trail along the Keith Hills Golf Course experienced another successful year.  

The club members monitoring the 40 boxes were Barbara Taylor and Lisa Spainhour. 

NAME NOT GIVEN (IREDELL): Long, hot, dry summer. 

JUDY WESOLOSKI (NEW HANOVER): the landfall project continues, some of the course more 

successful than others. In total, number of fledglings was up this season. Moving boxes from trees to poles, 

relocating was successful and installing baffles all contributed. 

VIRGINIA Q. BANKS (ORANGE): I live at The Cedars Retirement Center in Chapel Hill. I monitor 6 

bluebird boxes and feed them mealworms which I raise. They all had double nesting and 2, a third. I 

estimated 35 fledged this season. 

CARL BRAY (ROCKINGHAM): Male bluebird killed by car after 5 eggs were laid. Female hatched 3 

eggs, but they starved to death because of stray cats around box prevented her from feeding them. 1 box 

occupied by flying squirrels. I didn’t get my BB trail started because of reoccurring heart problems- 

SALLY TILLER (WAKE): On my trail, roughly as many eggs were laid as in years past, but far fewer 
actually hatched. I wonder why.



BLUEBIRD OTHER SPECIES
County Name Boxes Eggs Hatched Fledged Eggs Hatched Fledged
Brunswick Nancy Schiffman 10 50 45 45 5 5 5
Carteret Chalk Skinner 1 10 10 10 0 0 0
Catawba Gene Moore 2 9 7 7 5 5 5
Catawba Lynn B. Spees 22 68 54 44 53 6 6
Catawba Robert Warmuth 69 567 540 529 37 35 35
Cherokee Kay Cameron 2 8 5 5 5 5 5
Cherokee Mark Graham 7 26 20 20 12 8 8
Cherokee Carmen Moore 14 57 44 44 60 52 52
Cherokee Jan Olson 3 10 9 9 13 13 13
Cherokee/Clay Carol Reid 12 47 45 45 17 17 17
Davidson Ray Welch 6 32 30 28 0 0 0
Durham Susan Antle 13 115 89 88 8 3 2
Durham Ken Kernodle 23 126 111 101 23 20 20
Durham Steve McDaniel 28 224 190 182 15 13 13
Forsyth Kay Cameron 2 7 5 5 6 2 2
Guildford Donna Allred 14 58 43 43 11 8 8
Harnett Lisa Spainhour & Barbara Taylor 40 377 296 292 9 9 9
Iredell No Name Listed 5 28 14 14 0 0 0
Macon Bruce Thorne 9 14 14 14 38 30 30
Moore Nancy Kinney 67 478 277 274 41 30 30
New Hanover Judy Wesolowski 100 758 618 604 0 0 0
Orange Virginia Banks 6 42 40 35 0 0 0
Pitt Shawn Jarvis 10 93 89 89 0 0 0
Rockingham Carl Bray 9 35 31 28 10 6 6
Wake Robin Baumgart 11 113 73 73 6 6 6
Wake Carrie & Dave Helston 4 10 10 10 2 2 2
Wake Sally Tiller 22 161 110 97 11 9 9
Wake White Deer Park in Garner 8 57 44 31 21 17 17

Totals 519 3,580 2,863 2,766 408 301 300

2019 NEST BOX SURVEY DATA 

13

WAKE COUNTY BLUEBIRDER CLUB MEETING SCHEDULED FOR 2/9/2020
The guest speaker for the Bluebirders of Wake Club meeting on February 9, 2020 will be Marti Kane. Her 
discussion will focus on the bluebird boxes at Annie Wilkerson Nature Preserve. It is a City of Raleigh Park 
located along Falls Lake.  See bluebirdersofwake.org for more details.

First Egg - March 13 (Gene Moore - Catawba)

Last Fledge - September 15 (Carol Reid - Cherokee/Clay)

Estimated numbers were included on forms submitted with blank columns. 

Thanks to all who monitored and reported this important data. The NCBS team has strived 
to ensure accuracy during this time of a new data collection process and we appreciate your 
help very much. Please let us know if your information was overlooked or needs updated. 
Any updates we receive will be posted in the spring news.
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State Administrator Sherry C. Frye  state-administrator@ncbluebird.org 919-778-9094 

Allegheny  Susie Miller  susie.mrsmiller@gmail.com 336-372-5292 

Anson Sharon & Dave Edwards  david.edwards.de33@gmail.com 704-695-4002 

Ashe & Wilkes Juanna Wooten  bobbyjuanna@gmail.com 336-462-2110 

Beaufort Sandy Rhodes  srhodes7@hotmail.com 252-943-8822 

Bladen Mike Jackson  mjjackson81@embarqmail.com 910-874-2894 

Brunswick Nancy Schiffman  nanschiffman@gmail..com 910-833-7011 

Buncombe Russ Bauman  susie.russ@att.net 828-667-9007 

Caswell Mary Beth Moore  mbandtm@triad.rr.com 336-214-8283 

Catawba Kristin Dzimitrowicz  kbdipad@gmail.com 828-781-8517 

Chatham Lloyd Edwards  geobruddah@gmail.com 919-548-3438 

Chatham Bill Zitek  wezentbb@gmail.com 828-699-7717 

Cherokee/Clay/Graham/Wake Carol Reid  carolreid51@yahoo.com 828-361-1220 

Cleveland Jim M. Kunkle  James.Kunkle65@twc.com 704-560-6602 

Craven Clay & Kathy Hodge  KSLong1@gmail.com 910-259-0198 

Cumberland Timothy K. Carroll (Ziggy)  Timothy.K.Carroll@Chemours.com 910-678-1650 

Davidson & Forsyth Ray Welch  thanks32424@att.net 336-764-0226 

Davie Ann McGuire  anncarltonmcguire@yahoo.com 336-462-4873 

Durham Steve McDaniel  skmddm@frontier.com 919-489-0926 

Edgecombe David Hindsley  recordingchair@ncbluebird.org 252-823-0737 

Gaston & Stanly Dana Glenn  bluebirdsinsc@yahoo.com 704-616-1742 

Granville Phil Walters  walte011011@aol.com 919-482-5582 

Guilford Jim Jochum  jpjochum@aol.com 336-288-7975 

Halifax & Warren Stella Rideout director-sr@ncbluebird.org 252-257-3137 

Haywood Richard Gould  thisiscom@comcast.net 239-560-2975 

Henderson Joe Sanders  joesanders0522@gmail.com 828-243-6732 

Lincoln Pat Probst  ilovebluebirds@bellsouth.net 704-735-5780 

Macon Bruce Thorne  brucethorne1@frontier.com 828-322-0869 

Moore Jim & Jean Walker  jean134@mindspring.com 910-695-0838 

Nash Bill Highsmith  billhighsmith@gmail.com 252-399-9602 

Orange Chuck Brewer  wbuchapelhill@gmail.com 919-387-4673 

Pitt Dr. Edward Davis  gedward.davis@gmail.com 252-756-4165 

Polk Vange LaMore  vardis2s@aol.com 828-863-4248 

Randolph Ken F. Roberson  kenmikecl@aol.com 336-402-2752 

Richmond Matthew Grant  matt_grant@bellsouth.net 910-331-6533 

Rutherford Christine Ammons  cbammons@gmail.com 828-287-3502 

Wake Joye Stephenson   jazinnias@yahoo.com 919-632-0736 

Watauga Dr. Lynn Siefferman  director-ls@bluebird.org 828-355-9149 

Wayne Virginia Pickles  pic658@nc.rr.com 919-658-3062 

COUNTY  COORDINATORS 
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2019 REFLECTIONS NCBS MEMBERSHIP 

NCBS memberships options are one or three years.  
Dues: $10.00 per year or $25 for three years 

Gift membership from _______________________________to: 

Name______________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

City, State & Zip_____________________________________ 

County_____________________________________________ 

Phone______________________________________________ 

E-mail_____________________________________________ 

A member’s email address will be used only for NCBS 
official business and considered private and confidential. 

[    ] Check box if you prefer to access the Bluebird Notes 
via the Internet instead of a printed copy by postal mail.  

Please complete this form and send it with your check 
payable to "NCBS" to: 

North Carolina Bluebird Society 

135 Lakeview Drive 

Tarboro, NC 27886 

Additional tax deductible donation $___________ 

New Membership [   ] 

Renewal [   ] 

Check Amount:  $______________ 

Please indicate if you also have an interest in: 

_____ Assisting with the annual meeting 

_____ Serving as a NCBS Board Member 

_____ Helping with the newsletter 

_____ Conducting a bluebird workshop 

_____ Contacting my local paper with news 

_____ Volunteering to be a NCBS County Coordinator 

_____ Other (please explain)  

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

I enjoyed working as the Editor and Webmaster again 
in 2019. I am happy to use my computer skills to help 
our feathered friends. Seeing bluebirds so many times 

at Mordecai Park this past spring and summer has 

made me even more concerned for their welfare.  

I continue to visit this place of nature as often as 

possible, including for Wake County Bluebirder 

meetings. The next Bluebirder meeting will be on 

February 9, 2020. Joye Stephenson has a fabulous 
agenda lined up.  See bluebirdersofwake.org.  

A couple visual memories from 2019 can be an 

inspiration to see more downtown Raleigh Blues next 

year. I will be there with camera in hand in 2020. 

Happy NewYear!!

Glenda Ryan, Webmaster/Editor 
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The North Carolina Bluebird Society extends wishes of peace and happiness to everyone in 2020 from the 

Board and on behalf of the bluebirds of North Carolina. The beauty of our bluebirds’ image and joy of 

their song is certainly their way of saying thanks to all who have helped with their comeback and 

continued conservation effort. The photos in our newsletters and online channels are stellar examples of 

why our mission the help these precious creatures is so critical.  

   HAPPY 2020 FROM NC BLUEBIRDS 

A majority of our bluebird pictures are donated by Russ Bauman, our Buncombe County Coordinator, 
including the two below. We are grateful for all he does to help our organization and our sweet Blues. 
See more photos from Russ at ncbluebird.org, NCBS Facebook, Bluebird Notes newsletter archives, 
and on products in our online store at https://www.cafepress.com/ncbluebirdsociety.
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