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BLUEBIRD NOTES 

Autumn/Winter 2017

HAPPY 2018, BLUEBIRDERS

The awesome images on this page were all donated by Russ Bauman, the NCBS representative in
Buncombe County. Russ is very generous in sharing his fantastic photography with our organization and 
supporting bluebird conservation efforts. More pictures by Russ can be found on pages 5, 7, and 15.

Hope your New Year is off to a great start. We will celebrate the beauty of nature and bluebirds in the final 
months of 2017 in this issue. The spectacular scenery of the Tar Heel state is always breathtaking, but extra 
special in the autumn. It is even more appealing if a bluebird is perched among the pretty bright leaves. 
Enjoy these photos showcasing the natural wonder found in the western part of North Carolina this special 
time of the year.  

GREETINGS FROM WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
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Bluebird Notes 

Vol. 32 Issue 4 

Bluebird Notes is published by  
North Carolina Bluebird Society, Inc. four times a year: 

Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter 

Your bluebird articles, stories and pictures are appreciated. 
Please submit to:   

Glenda Ryan, Editor 
editor@ncbluebird.org

North Carolina Bluebird Society 
(NCBS) 

Mission Statement 

Our goal is to support activities that foster the resurgence of 
bluebirds and other cavity nesting birds in our home areas. 
NCBS is an affiliate member of the North American Bluebird 
Society. www.ncbluebird.org

Report from NCBS President 

We are proud to offer this newsletter to highlight the beauty of 
our bluebirds and North Carolina nature in fall and winter. Enjoy!   
It is also a reminder that Spring is coming! Let’s all get our 
existing nesting boxes checked, cleaned out, repaired /replaced 
and additional boxes installed no later than March 1st! 

I am excited about the lineup of activities in store for the annual 
conference in April. See more on pages 8 and 9 and  
ncbluebirdannualconference.org. Contact Carrie at 919-577-6824 
for early registration or questions.

Ken Kernodle, Durham, North Carolina

Board of Directors 

Contact Information 

Ken Kernodle, President 
president@ncbluebird.org 

919-724-9470 

Carrie Helston, Treasurer 
treasurer@ncbluebird.org 

919-577-6824 

Kay Cameron, Recording Secretary 
recording-secretary@ncbluebird.org 

Kay Hindsley, Corresponding Secretary 
correspondingsecretary@ncbuebird.org 

252-823-0737 

Ray Welch, Immediate Past President 
thanks32424@twc.com 

336-764-0226 

Dana Glenn 
Administrator of County Coordinators 

state-administrator@ncbluebird.org 
704-616-1742 

Dave Helston 
director-dh@ncbluebird.org 

919-577-6824 

David Hindsley 
recordingchair@nbluebird.org 

252-823-0737 

Stella Rideout  
director-sr@ncbluebird.org 

252-257-3137 

Lynn Siefferman 
director-ls@ncbluebird.org 

828-262-7082 (work) 
828-355-9149 (home) 

Chuck Brewer 
director-cb@ncbluebird.org 

919-387-4673 

Mike Graziano 
director-mg@ncbluebird.org 

919-676-4209 

Jim Burke 
director-jb@ncbluebird.org 

336-763-1528 

Bill Satterwhite, Honorary Director 
director-bs@ncbluebird.org 

919-787-5248 

Glenda Ryan, Web Site / Marketing 
webadministrator@ncbluebird.org 

919-802-1241 
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AWESOME AUTUMN IN RALEIGH, NC

I love walking in scenic places, with Lake Lynn in 
Raleigh, NC as one of my favorite spots. A paved 
trail roughly two miles around this lake is a perfect 
place to counteract stress with fresh air and nature. 

The beauty of this trail is even more magnificent in 
autumn. A sunny Friday afternoon leisurely stroll in 
November around this lake was a peaceful way to 
start to the weekend. I felt lucky this hawk posed so 
nicely for the camera. Guess he wanted a spot in the 
newsletter.

Another place of nature I like to visit is Mordecai 
Historic Park in downtown Raleigh, NC. I learned 
of this spendid scenic spot from my Web work on 
bluebirdersofwake.org. I try to allow for time to 
take photos after attending the bluebirder 
meetings. I was able to snap pictures of two cute 
squirrels and bluebird nest boxes recently.  

Glenda Ryan,  Editor/Web Master 
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 WINTER VIEW FROM CLEVELAND COUNTY

Natural Greetings of Red, White, and Blue
Jim Kunkle, who serves as the NCBS coordinator in Cleveland County, is also a talented photographer. He 
shared these beautiful snapshots he captured of the state bird of North Carolina. The red images of this
colorful songbird against the white snowy background are a nice winter treat for the eyes and spirit.

Additionally, Jim's winter bluebird photos are a marvelous sight. Thanks, Jim, for these lovely visions perfect 
for this special end of year newsletter. More pictures of bluebirds, other birds, and nature that Jim has 
generously donated can be found on ncbluebird.org and archives of past Bluebird Notes. 
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 BLUEBIRDS OF BUNCOMBE COUNTY
We all get to see so many excellent shots of bluebirds from the mountain area of North Carolina thanks to 
Russ Bauman. We are blessed that he shares so many stellar photos that portray their beauty so well.

Russ gave an outstanding demonstration featuring bluebirds in winter at Haw River State Park in 2016. We 
are thrilled that Russ will be providing another photo display at the upcoming conference on April 28.

A couple of pictures are shown below as a sneak preview of the fabulous bluebird show that Russ has 
lined up to share this April. See more details at NCBS Facebook and ncbluebirdannualconference.org. 

ncbluebirdannualconference.org
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NEST BOXES AT KNIGHTDALE PARK
I often walk at the older Knightdale, NC park by 
the East Regional Library with camera in hand. 
Looking for photos for this newsletter, I was able
to photograph some fall scenes, as well as several
nest boxes at this location. Per recent discussion 
with Bill Satterwhite, I learned this was where he 
established his first bluebird trail in Wake County. 

This charming little place seems to be a well kept 
secret. I find it such a place of peace to go for a 
scenic walk. My journey around the small pond 
often includes sights of squirrels, butterflies, 
turtles, flowers, pretty clouds, a nd beautiful birds.

What a nice environment for bluebirds to start 
their families. I have walked there in all seasons, 
but think it is extra nice painted by autumn colors.

Glenda Ryan, Knightdale, North Carolina 
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CLOSE-UP PHOTO SHOOT
Nature offers a fantastic color show in the fall, but so do the bluebirds all year long. We are so grateful 
for the joy and beauty of these little winged creatures. Thanks, Russ Bauman, for sharing these 
delightful pictures of some stunning blues. Don't they look snazzy in their autumn colored vests?



8 

Spring is always welcome after the chill of winter has overstayed its time. We are looking forward to 
another fantastic conference at Haw River State Park on April 28, 2018. A nice day in nature in April 
sounds so appealing in these chilly days of January. It will be a chance to catch up with other bluebird 
enthusiasts, such as longtime bluebirder Chuck Bliss (shown in photo above right with Carrie Helston). 

It will be great to see Park Ranger Angelia Allcox again (shown in right corner of photo below, which 
was taken on 2017 tour of the bluebird nest boxes). Her presence at past conferences has helped make the
event outstanding. She clearly loves bluebirds and helping share knowledge to benefit our precious birds.  

Educational speakers, guided tours of bluebird trails, and a day of education and fun are on the agenda again 
for 2018. Highlights include presentations by Jim Burke of NABS, Frank Newell and the Eastern Bluebird 
Rescue Group, and our own Russ Bauman, Buncombe County representative. More details will be provided 
in our next newsletter. Also, ncbluebirdannualconference.org, a microsite devoted to the event, is available 
online year round. Contact Carrie at 919-577-6824 for questions or early registration. 

GEARING UP FOR APRIL 2018 CONFERENCE 

ncbluebirdannualconference.org
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Everything about the conference at Haw River State Park is wonderful, but one of my favorite activities has 
been seeing the bluebird trails. A walk around the lake to check out the nest boxes has offered a great chance 
for fresh air, exercise, and sights of nature. The 2017 tour included the recently added nest boxes in the Iron 
Ore Belt Access section of the park. It was so nice to spend time in a tranquil setting and learn more about 
bluebirds’ habitat. These photos highlight this popular part of the agenda that was enjoyed by many. I plan to 
be at the 2018 bluebird trails with my camera ready. Hope to see you there. Glenda Ryan, Editor/Web Master 

HAW RIVER STATE PARK BLUEBIRD TRAILS  
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SPOTLIGHT ON TWO NEW BOARD MEMBERS
New Members who provide Wild Birds Unlimited in Orange and Durham Counties

Two managers of Wild Birds Unlimited stores in the Triangle area of North Carolina have recently joined 
North Carolina Bluebird Society as Board Members. We are very pleased to have Chuck Brewer and Mike 
Graziano serving on the Board of NCBS. It is wonderful to have two more nature lovers helping the NCBS 
cause for bluebirds and songbirds.   

Chuck Brewer - Chapel Hill Wild Birds Unlimited

Chuck and his wife, Alicia, purchased the Chapel Hill Wild Birds Unlimited (https://chapelhill.wbu.com) in 
September 2015. They split their time between a house in Apex and an apartment in Chapel Hill. Chuck 
informs "I'm excited that after several years of seeing bluebirds in the yard, that they finally decided to use our 
nest boxes. In 2016, one pair had three broods in three different nest boxes. In 2017, chickadees took the 
bluebird's preferred box, and it took several weeks before the male could convince his mate to use another 
box." Chuck provided a booth at the NCBS 2017 conference at Haw River State Park and plans to set up a 
booth at the conference this year as well. 

Mike Graziano - Durham Wild Birds Unlimited 

Bluebird items as a Christmas present from his wife, Pam, 
enhanced Mike’s interest in wild birds. Soon afterwards, in 
2002, the couple opened a Wild Birds Unlimited store in 
Durham, NC (https://durham.wbu.com). Mike and Pam 
share a love of domestic and wild animals and being a 
community resource for the care of our feathered friends. 

They appreciate the opportunity to educate the public on a 
daily basis while providing the best products to care for 
birds and other wildlife. Mike reports they have had two 
bluebird houses in front of the store for several years. In 
spite of shopping traffic, bluebird babies appeared in both 
houses every year. They eagerly wait for their mealworms 
every day, which Mike and Pam are happy to provide.

They have several bluebird and other bird houses on their 
Raleigh property and see bird babies every year. The birds, 
squirrels, and deer appreciate the food and water left out for 
them on a regular basis. Mike and Pam, as well as their 
pets, enjoy watching the wildlife visiting near their home.

https://chapelhill.wbu.com
https://durham.wbu.com
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  State Administrator  Dana Glenn state-administrator@ncbluebird.org 704-616-1742 

 Alamance  Chris Williamson  chrisw@piedmontfeed.com  336-264-4963 

Allegheny  Susie Miller  susie.mrsmiller@gmail.com 336-372-5292 

Anson Sharon, Dave, Katie Edwards  david.edwards.de33@gmail.com 704-695-4002 

Ashe Juanna Wooten  bobbyjuanna@gmail.com 336-462-2110 

Beaufort Sandy Rhodes  srhodes7@hotmail.com 252-943-8822 

Bladen Mike Jackson  michael.jackson@kurary.com 910-874-2894 

Brunswick Nancy Schiffman  nancyschiffman@aol.com 910-833-7011 

Buncombe Russ Bauman  susie.russ@att.net 828-667-9007 

Burke Karen Gilliam  lewop4k@live.com 828-234-9664 

Cabarrus Cindy Matthews  mealwormmadnessetc@gmail.com 704-453-4215 

Carteret Ken Roberson  kenmikecl@aol.com 336-402-2752 

Caswell Mary Beth Moore  mbandtm@triad.rr.com 336-214-8283 

Catawba Kristin Dzimitrowicz  kbdipad@gmail.com 828-781-8517 

Chatham Lloyd Edwards  geobrudder@gmail.com 919-548-3438 

Cherokee and Clay Carol Reid  carolreid51@yahoo.com 828-361-1220 

Cleveland Jim Kunkle  James.k27@att.net 704-480-7600 

Craven Sue Williams  neuseriverphotography@gmail.com 252-259-0198 

Davidson Ray Welch  thanks32424@twc.com 336-764-0226 

Davie Ann McGuire anncarltonmcguire@yahoo.com 336-462-4873 

Durham Steve McDaniel skmddm@frontier.com 919-489-0926 

Edgecombe David Hindsley recordingchair@ncbluebird.org 252-823-0737 

Forsyth Bill Abbey 336-766-5857 

Gaston Dana Glenn bluebirdsinsc@yahoo.com 704-616-1742 

Granville Phil Walters walte011011@aol.com 919-482-5582 

Guilford Jim Jochum jpjochum@aol.com 336-288-7975 

Henderson Joe Sanders joesanders0522@gmail.com 828-243-6732 

Iredell B.J. Taylor cwwoodcrafters@bellsouth.net 704-872-7682 

Johnston Ethelene Allen 919-963-3831 

Lincoln Pat Probst ilovebluebirds@bellsouth.net 704-735-5780 

Mitchell Linda Greasamar eearth737@copper.net 828-688-1689 

Moore Jim and Jean Walker jean134@mindspring.com 910-695-0838 

Nash Bill Highsmith billhighsmith@gmail.com 252-399-9602 

Orange Chuck Brewer wbuchapelhill@gmail.com 919-387-4673 

Pitt Dr. Edward Davis gedward.davis@gmail.com  252-756-4165 

Richmond Matthew Grant matt_grant@bellsouth.net 910-331-6533 

Rockingham Lewis Compton compton1931@traid.rr.com 336-644-1799 

Rutherford Christine Ammons cbammons@gmail.com 828-287-3502 

Sampson Darene Honeycutt honeycuttdarene@gmail.com 919-567-6283 

Stanly Dana Glenn bluebirdsinsc@yahoo.com 704-616-1742 

Wake Bill Satterwhite 

Joye Stephenson 

director-bs@ncbluebird.org 

jazinnias@yahoo.com 

919-787-5248 

919-632-0736 

Warren Stella Rideout  director-sr@ncbluebird.org 252-257-3137 

Watauga Dr. Lynn Siefferman director-ls@bluebird.org 828-355-9149 

Wayne Virginia Pickles pic658@nc.rr.com 919-658-3062 

Wilkes Juanna Wooten bobbyjuanna@gmail.com 336-462-2110 

COUNTY COORDINATORS 
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YEAR-END REFLECTIONS NCBS MEMBERSHIP FORM 
NCBS memberships options are one or three years. 
Dues: $10.00 per year or $25 for three years 

Gift membership from _______________________________to: 

Address____________________________________________

City, State & Zip_____________________________________

County_____________________________________________

Phone______________________________________________

E-mail_____________________________________________

A member’s email address will be used only for NCBS 
official business and considered private and confidential. 

[    ] Check box if you prefer to access the Bluebird Notes
via the Internet instead of a printed copy by postal mail.  

Please complete this form and send it with your check 
payable to "NCBS" to: 

North Carolina Bluebird 
Society 135 Lakeview Drive 

Tarboro, NC 27886 

New Membership [   ] Renewal [   ]

This edition of Bluebird 
Notes focuses on the 
splendor of nature and 
bluebirds in the fall and 
winter as a year-end 
special. Starting with the 
next issue, the newsletter 
will be provided prior to 
the season, with the intent 
to offer news and tips to 
you in a more timely 
manner. The Spring 
edition is expected to be 
available in March.   

  I have enjoyed producing my first and second 
newsletters very much. I loved looking at so many 
beautiful bluebird photos. It has been hard to 
select which to use, with so many great ones.

Thanks to everyone who has contributed pictures 
over the years. They are stored in archives and 
come in handy for Facebook posts, Web, and 
newsletter content. Special gratitude to Russ 
Bauman and Jim Kunkle for consistently giving so 
many fabulous bluebird photos.

Thanks to fellow bluebirder and new NCBS 
member, Lyn Cochrane of Raleigh, for these 
gorgeous flowers. Lyn loves gardening and shared 
some of her beautiful blooms with me last season. 
She reported the goldfinches especially appreciate 
the zinnia seeds. I hope these colorful blossoms 
will brighten your day, as they did for me.

Glenda Ryan, Knightdale, North Carolina

Please indicate if you also have an interest in:
_____ Assisting with the annual conference
_____ Serving as a NCBS Board Member
_____ Helping with the newsletter
_____ Conducting a bluebird workshop
_____ Contacting my local paper with news
_____ Volunteering to be a NCBS County Coordinator 
_____ Other (please explain) 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________

Additional tax deductible donation $___________

Check Amount:  $_________________________

Name______________________________________________ 

Have a 
peaceful 
and fun 
2018, 
Everyone!
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The November 2017 meeting for the Bluebirders of 
Wake County in Raleigh, NC at Mordecai Park 
proved to be an informative and fun time. Several 
NCBS past and current board members were in 
attendance, so the meeting was extra meaningful.  

An interesting discussion began when Luanne 
Hill (shown below with Bill Satterwhite) reported 
of some bluebirds eggs she discovered in the fall.

Ken Kernodle advised it is odd, but exciting, to 
see eggs this time of year. Several similar 
sightings were reported to NCBS. It was assumed 
to be due to the unseasonably nice weather in 
autumn in 2017.

Look for more stories by Luanne in the future. She 
has an avid passion for flowers and butterflies, so 
we are eager to hear more from this sweet lady.  

 WAKE COUNTY BLUEBIRDER MEETING

Bill Satterwhite gave an excellent nest box 
presentation, with his usual unparalleled passion for 
bluebirds shining brightly. Bill’s love and concern 
for bluebirds is very clear and so inspiring. 

Ken assisted with the discussion to help communicate 
how important nest boxes are to bluebirds' survival. 
See more details about nest boxes on page 14.

Ken also shared happy news about the upcoming 
annual conference in April. See more on pages 8 and 
9 and at ncbluebirdannualconference.org.
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NEST BOXES, NEST BOXES, NEST BOXES
The importance of nest boxes for bluebirds’ future can’t be stressed enough. Bill Satterwhite advises that 
nest boxes are the lifeline for these precious birds. Bill and Joye Stephenson have made sure the bluebirds in 
the Wake County, NC area have plenty of nest boxes available. Bluebird trails are located at numerous spots 
around the capital city, such as the JC Raulston Arboretum at NC State University, Wil-Mar Golf Club at 
Old Milburnie Road, and White Deer Park Nature Center in Garner. Nest box photos at Knightdale Park 
can be found on page 6. The spotlight will be put on other nest box trails in the future, so stay tuned!

Photos above taken during Bill & Joye’s nest box presentation at Bluebirder of Wake County meetings.  

Check out ncbluebird.org and bluebirdersofwake.org for more details about installing, cleaning, and 
monitoring nest boxes. Questions are welcome by phone, email, or Facebook for response by our team of 
bluebird experts, including NCBS immediate past president Ray Welch, president Ken Kernodle, and the 
“Bluebird Man” of Wake County, Bill Satterwhite. The Bluebirders of Wake County meetings typically 
include the display of nest boxes and time to discuss this item that is so helpful for bluebirds. 

The next box above with the red is one of Mr. Bill’s favorites. A blue box is included to give another North 
Carolina color equal respect. Photo above right is Cheryl Gay, immediate past NCBS newsletter editor, 
smiling with her next box autographed by Bill. She won this gem in a contest at a past Bluebirder meeting. 
Bill has given away several of these special boxes recently in Wake County. 

Check out page 13 for more details about the enjoyable and educational November 2017 club meeting 
hosted by Bill & Joye. See bluebirdersofwake.org for more about this Wake County bluebird organization.

bluebirdersofwake.org
bluebirdersofwake.org
ncbluebird.org
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WINTER WONDERLAND PHOTO GALLERY

These photos highlight the beauty, as well as vulnerability, of these precious creatures in the colder months. 
Hope they bring cheer to your winter days, and serve as a reminder that birds need extra help with water and 
food when the temperature drops. Check out ncbluebird.org for tips on helping our sweet blue songbirds in 
the winter season. Continued thanks to Russ Bauman for so many great pictures of our feathered friends. 

ncbluebird.org
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  HAPPY JANUARY FROM THE BLUEBIRDS

Photos by Jim Kunkle, Cleveland County 

https://www.facebook.com/North-Carolina-Bluebird-Society-175851979123608/



