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Stimulated by Myrna Pearman’s arti-
cle, “It’s the Law”, (Bluebird, Winter 
2006) some North Carolina bluebird 
monitors initially reacted with dismay 
-”WHAT!? A government agency 
wants me to get a permit to monitor 
my own Bluebirds?? Not in this life, 
Pal!” 
Well—closer, less emotional reading 
of the article suggested that the gov-
ernment does not intend to interfere 
with your reasonable monitoring ac-
tivities; this is just logical management 
in the interests of all native migratory 
birds. 
In order to achieve a better  under-
standing of permitting regulations at 
the Federal level, various telephone 
calls to the Fish and Wildlife Service 
were made. Discussions, both up and 
down the chain netted the following. 
    1. As a bluebird nest box monitor 
you may proceed, WITHOUT PER-
MIT, to monitor your nest boxes. Ac-
tivities include, “Open, close, remove 
and replace contaminated nest mate-
rial, remove infertile, damaged or 
abandoned eggs, remove dead birds 
and other salvage needs.”1 
    2. If, however, you wish to “take, 
keep, use or display” nests—with or 
without eggs—fertile or otherwise, 
you must have and exhibit a Federal 
permit Special Purpose– Possession of 
Dead Specimens Migratory Birds. 
    3. Should circumstances suggest 

that you wish to “rescue, rehabilitate, 
keep or display abandoned or dis-
carded, injured or ill migratory birds’ 
you  must have and show a Special 
Purpose—Possession Permit Live 
Birds.  
Exception: Any person who finds a 
sick, injured or orphaned migratory 
bird may, without permit, take pos-
session of the bird in order to imme-
diately transport it to a permitted re-
habilitator”.1 

    4. Without such Federal permit, as 
only briefly summarized herein, for 
instance a bluebird monitor using a 
Bluebird nest with  or without eggs in 
a fourth grade classroom conserva-
tion demonstration would be in viola-
tion. A bluebirder who found a nest 
of indisputably abandoned baby blue-
birds and took them home to shelter, 
feed, raise and release would be in 
violation of Federal Law.1 
At the North Carolina State level, 
regulations are quite similar. Tele-
phone conversations with the NC 
Wildlife Resources Commission pro-
vided more local advice. 
For “monitoring activities, including 
nest removal to repair or replace ma-
terial for cause” as well as, “removal 
of damaged or destroyed egg or 
young” NO PERMIT is required.2 
It appears that, for the most part, ex-
isting Federal and State regulations 

(Continued on page 7)  
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Tales 

Helen, 
 There was a nice turnout today for the Blue Jay Point County 
Park Songbird Celebration event.  I manned the exhibit from 9:00 
AM to 3:00 PM.   
 The thing that fascinated everyone who stopped by the exhibit 
was the unedited video recording I made of a house wren building 
a nest in the nest cam nest box.  The sound effects are awesome. 
 Randy Senzig led one of the bird trail hikes.     
Fred (Benson, President NCBS, Cary, NC) 

Randy 
(Senzig, 
Vice-
president 
NCBS) 
rounding 
up partici-
pants in 
bluebird 
trail  hike. 

NCBS 
exhibit at 
Blue Jay 
Point 
County 
Park 
Songbird 
Celebra-
tion 
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Sue McVeigh bought a bluebird house from me (Fred Benson) at the 
Methodist Madness Craft Show (November 5, 2005) held in Cary.  Re-
cently she contacted me about a mounting system for the house and I told 
her I would sell her one at cost and put it up for her if she joined NCBS.  
I asked her for some input and she sent this via Email today. 
 
My husband Frank and I moved to a new home in June of 2005.  After 
seeing bluebirds at our suet feeder, we decided to set up a bluebird house 
nearby on afternoon in February.  At 7 am the very next morning, we ob-
served a male and female bluebird checking out the new abode!  First the 
male came and sat on the roof.  The he flew off and brought his lady 
friend.  The he went inside while she stayed on the roof.  After he came 
out, she went inside while he stayed on the roof.  She was inside only a 
few seconds and then flew off to the nearest branch of a tree.  I’m quite 
sure that she was checking out the distance to see if it would be right for 
the baby birds’ first flight.  After all this activity on the first day, things 
seemed rather quiet for a while.  In mid-March, we began seeing them 
with regularity at the house, and the male occasionally comes to our din-
ing room window and flutters, sometimes sitting on the ledge looking 
into the house.  This seems to coincide with the fact that the suet feeder 
needs refilling … quite the provider isn’t he? 
 We are eagerly awaiting the first brood, and very excited to be a part of 
the North Carolina Bluebird Society!       
      Sue McVeigh, Cary, NC 

 

Email from Bob Rothrock at  <OONAROCK@aol.com> 
Wednesday, May 10, 2006 2:25 PM 
 
I always enjoy reading the Bluebird Notes . This issue (May, 2006) to me is most informative and educa-
tional.  
My inspection of 40 boxes on one of the Bryan Park Greensboro golf courses found that almost every box 
had 4 or 5 birds ready to fledge.  
The other course is now attended by a person which will have equal success as I had spot checked some of 
her boxes while in route to my trail. I’m looking forward to reporting a banner year for all our boxes on the 
survey report in August. 
The BB notes is a show piece and should be passed around to others. Hopefully the good weather will con-
tinue.  
         Bob Rothrock, Greensboro, NC  

Bluebirds in Cary  
Submitted by Fred Benson, President of NCBS, Cary, NC 

 
Sue McVeigh checking out her 
bluebird house after it was put 
up in her backyard. 
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Some more E-mails from members 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Joanne Creswell  
To: hsmunro@ac.net  
Cc: Kain, Edna  
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2006 9:15 PM 
Subject: NC Bluebird Box and "Champ" 
 
I just wanted to pass along to our readers that even our little 
efforts pay off.  I sent a bluebird box to a dear friend of mine 
in Vermont and as you can see from the attachment, it is 
posted on a tree beside Lake Champlain (on the Vermont 
side).   
Vermont has boosted on their "Lochness-Like" monster 
"Champ" being in the Lake so maybe now the Lake Cham-
plain Monster will enjoy the hobby of birdwatching! 
  
Joanne J. Creswell 
Benson, NC 
Picture by Edna Kain 

----- Original Message -----  
From: "P Kusterer" <pjk@sprintmail.com> 
To: <krkit@mindspring.com> 
Sent: Sunday, April 09, 2006 3:57 PM 
Subject: First Bluebird Experience 
 
This is the first attempt at building a bluebird box; al-
though I've lost  count of the number of home DIY pro-
jects I've done. Thanks to your site, I  was able to draw 
some plans and use some scrap lumber to try our first  
box. 
We placed it in November of 2005 and kept a moderate 
watch. In late January of this year, we began to see some 
activity around the box. In February we noticed quite a 
few bluebirds going in and around our box; but, they 
never seemed to stay for long; just in and out mornings 
and late afternoons. 
 Since we didn't see them carry anything into the box, we 
weren't sure they  were nesting. I chose to look inside 
(built an easy access front) today  and was surprised to 
find a fairly large nest. We're quite excited at the pros-
pects that we may see some babies in the future. 
 We will complete a survey once we can see some more 
activity; any suggestions on how often we should check 
going forward would be welcome. From what I can see 
on the Web site, it's once a week. I am taking digital  
 pics, too. 
 
 Thanks for all the good info, 
 Peter 
 Peter J Kusterer,  President,  NvestNtech, Inc 

Wildlife Rehabilitator to the Rescue 
The five baby bluebirds were really doing well in the 
“Fred Benson” box that had been put up in Susan 
Petrie’s yard. She was excited to watch the parents 
coming and going with food for their growing family. 
When the adult bluebird activity ceased, she went to 
check the box. To her horror, four babies were dead 
and the lone survivor sat on top of the carnage. 
Susan called Helen Munro who frantically looked 
through her email from Fred Benson for the website 
listing rehabilitators. A quick click of the mouse, a 
selection of “Contact a Wildlife Rehabilitator” and 
entering Moore for the County name and Helen had a 
list of eleven wildlife rehabilitator, four of whom took 
songbirds. A quick phone call, a twenty minute drive 

and the baby bird which had been transported in 
a makeshift pine straw nest was delivered to 
Kathy Hasty of Pinehurst. She assured Helen 
and Susan that the youngster would survive. 
The parents have not been seen. The nest box 
has been cleaned and put back in place in hopes 
of another family.  The cause of the four deaths 
is not known, but evidence at the scene points to 
a battle royal. 
That website is http://www.wildlife.state.nc.us/
fs_index_06_coexist.htm and is now on the 
NCBS website, ncbluebird.com 
 
Helen Munro, Foxfire Village 
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North Carolina Bluebird Society 
Survey 2006 

 
Name:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Town & State:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Total Boxes monitored:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Boxes with Bluebirds:___________ 
 
Date of 1st BB egg laid:___________________ 
 
Total BB eggs laid:_______________________ 
 
Total BB eggs hatched:___________________ 
 
Total BB eggs fledged:____________________ 
 
2 sets of BB eggs:_________________________ 
 
3 sets of BB eggs:_________________________ 
 
Failed nest attempts for Bluebirds (eggs that didn’t hatch, babies that died, fledglings that didn’t  
 
fledge):____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Type and # of other eggs:______________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Predators:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Interesting experiences:________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
         Continue comments on the back 

Please cut out this form. 
Return by Sept 15, 2006 to: 

Reah Kittelberger 
441 Swans Mill Crossing 

Raleigh, NC 27614 
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______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Again, Thank You 

Comments & Stories 
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Emails Keep Us Connected 

Fred, 
Thanks for the detailed information on the bush-
ings. There is a Tractor Supply Co. close by, I will 
check them first, if they don't have it, I will check 
the Agri Supply in Lumberton. I had been using a 
square piece of Vinyl siding with a 1.5 inch hole 
over the outside and inside, but them dang wood 
peckers would chip away at the exposed wood be-
tween the two pieces of vinyl. Your idea is truely 
"woodpecker proof". I can't wait to get my boxes 
modified with the new parts. It's gonna be fun 
watching those woodpeckers whack away, and 
knock their eyes out of their sockets trying to 
enlarge the hole. 
 
Good Bluebirding, 
Lin Webb, Past NCBS President 
1992-1994 

has little or no effect on our basic nest box moni-
toring and record keeping activities.  A review of 
the regulations suggests no need to change ac-
cepted monitoring procedures. Routine mainte-
nance of boxes is unaffected. No new government 
regulation of any level is anticipated. Reference to 
the taking and keeping of inanimate material or 
live birds is clear. 
If any reader feels uncertain about their particular 
situation or case...see the reference below and 
make the call… 
Note 1: For applicants with special circumstances 
and unusual case issues, the permitting process an-
ticipates exceptions for unique situations which, 
when explained, can be allowed by the permit issu-
ing agent. 
Note 2: Lest there be some argument fostered by 
the use of the term “Migratory Bird”, 50 CFR 
10.13 List of Migratory birds, includes all three 
species of Bluebirds among the twenty pages of 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dear Helen, 
 I just wanted you to know that we had a naming cere-
mony in our back yard today for our bluebird fam-
ily.  !  The mother and father are Arwen and 
Aragorn.  The babies, because they're little with furry feet 
are named:  Frodo, Sam, Merry, Pippin and Bilbo.  I've 
renamed the house to "The Shire" because of the greenery 
painted on it, and because it sits in a garden.  I can't wait 
for the next family to move in.  I've got their names ready 
to go as well!  This is so exciting.  I can sit at my com-
puter and watch Arwen and Aragorn take care of their ba-
bies.  They are such good parents.  Just like clock-
work.....especially around 5:30 at night.  The parents are 
off for cocktails, and they come home and fix dinner for 
the kids.  Thank you so much for introduc-
ing me to this wonderful, peaceful, calming 
world.  It's just one more thing I'm glad 
you're my friend for! 
 Love and bluebird kisses, 
 
Diane (Scales), Foxfire Village, NC  

protected birds. 
 
————— 
1Michell Outlaw, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Region 4—Atlanta (404-679-7055) Telephone in-
terview. See also: 50 CFR 10, 50 CFR 13, 50 CFR 
21. 
2Dan Barnes, N.C. Wildlife Resources Commis-
sion, Raleigh (919-707-0061) 
 
Note: Christine Ammons & Fred Benson are ex-
ploring what it takes to obtain a Special Purpose-
Education and Possession (Dead) permit so that 
actual nests and sterile eggs could be used for edu-
cational talks. The NCBS Board members discussed 
this at the July 29th Board Meeting, but tabled any 
decision until the next Board Meeting. Anyone in-
terested in expressing an opinion should contact 
President Fred Benson.  (Phone: 919- 469-0410     
Or e-mail:   fbenson@ipass.net) 

Migratory Bird Treaty (concluded) 



I start bluebird education with my 
students when they are in kindergar-
ten. They watch the video, "Inside 
the Nest Box" and then go with me 
outside to monitor the boxes and 
look for bluebirds.   
We are usually rewarded by seeing 
the male bluebirds.  I share my pho-
tographs and stories about Mr. Jack 
and my collection of photos of blue-
birds. I then tie in some kind of art-
work.   
This year I decided to let them do 
collage pictures by giving them only 
paper, glue, and black marker to see 
just to see what they would do.   
I was totally amazed by what they 
had absorbed from their experi-
ences.  Just goes to show that kids 
create better about what they know 
and love. I've attached quite a few of 
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Bluebirds can fly by Amber Davis  

Kindergarten  

 A Bluebird is praty (pretty) by Brandon Bass 

The bluebird can fly up and the bluebird can fly high by Justin Tompkins 
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Bluebird Collage 

I ma  flyg (am flying)  into the sky  
by Savannah Triggs their artworks. Future bluebirders for sure.  

Submitted by Ann Weaver 
Visual Arts Instructor 
Certified Environmental Educator 
Glendale Kenly Elementary School, Kenly, NC  

A bluebird is dropping babies food  
by Colt Cowdrey 

Bluebirds are praty (pretty) 
 and they are blue by Kaylee Jones 

By Eonna Staton 
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Reprinted with permission from  Patrick 
Ready of  Bluebird Restoration Assoc of 
WI from  www.BRAW.org 

 

BLUEBIRD NOTES 
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Bluebirds, Inside the Nest Box 
 

 

 Recorded by the Cornell Birdhouse Network 

 Summer 1999 

 Produced by the North Carolina Bluebird Society  

VHS or DVD formats available for $13.85  

including shipping and handling. 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: NCBS.   SEND ORDER & CHECK TO:  
 Ms. Christine Ammons,  670 Nanneytown Rd.,  Union Mills, NC 28167-8762                              

North Carolina Bluebird Society Products 
Description of Item    Cost  No.    
     Postage Included Wanted  Total 
New: Caps with NCBS Logo   $ 13.00 X______  =______ 
New: Bluebird Note Cards (12)  $ 12.00 X______  =______ 
New: Carolina Blue  Tote Bags  $ 15.00 X______  =______ 
 
Carolina Blue T-Shirts    
    by Dempsey Essick  (S, M, L, XL)  $20.00  X______  =______ 
Lands End knit shirt with collar  $35.00  X______  =______  
  (M, L, XL) 
Cloisonné Bluebird Pins (1inch, 4 colors) $ 5.00  X______  =______ 
“On the Wings of a Song” - Audio Tape $  5.00  X______  =______ 
          - CD  $  8.00  X______  =______ 
Eastern Bluebird with Flowers Card  $  2.50  X______  =______ 
               or 5 for $10.00  X______  =______ 
Bluebirds, Inside the Nestbox Video Tape $13.85  X______  =______ 
Also available in DVD format, same price $13.85  X______  =______ 
         (2 for $25; 3 for $35; 6 for $70)       =______ 
          Total = ______ 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: NCBS.    
SEND ORDER & CHECK TO:  
 Ms. Christine Ammons, 670 Nanneytown Rd., Union Mills, NC 28167-8762 
Date of your order is _____________________  
 
Video tapes and DVDs are available on the ncbluebird.com website. 

Two copies for $25;   Three for $35;   Six for $70 
E-mail:  towhee@blueridge.net to price larger quantities. 
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duction of European starlings and English house 
sparrows hurt the bluebird population.  
The population decline might not have been as nota-
ble had it been another species. But the bluebird is a 
beautiful native songbird, what with the sky-blue 
head and wings and orange breast with white ac-
cents.  
Pennsylvanians adore native bluebirds, even if they 
do wear Denver Broncos blue and orange colors.  
As early as 1930, American ornithologists began 
realizing that bluebirds needed help to compete with 
the growing numbers of starlings and sparrows, the 
game commission news release said.  
But it was America's environmental awaking in the 
1960s that gave wing to the idea of re-establishing 
the population, said Dan Brauning, the commission's 
wildlife diversity section chief.  
"Just about everything seemed to be working against 
this handsome and extremely popular songbird," he 
said.  
Lucky for us and the bluebird, Mr. Bell and others 
stepped up long ago to the challenge of saving the 
bluebird.  
Mr. Bell protests praise for his efforts. He said he's 
spent a lifetime counting birds, banding them, creat-
ing environments for them and serving as their chief 
advocate.  
His efforts include killing birds that overtake the 
habitats of more delicate species such as the blue-
bird. Invaders include starlings, sparrows and cow-
birds, the latter of which now require a federal per-
mit to kill.  
Mr. Bell has dockets that show he's banded more 
than 100,000 bluebirds since 1927.  
Banding requires catching the birds in clever cages, 
slipping a metal band onto a leg and recording the 
number. His banded birds have shown up in Florida 
and Alaska.  
He has posted 18 bird boxes on his 123-acre prop-
erty, which is home to eight pairs of bluebirds.  
Mr. Bell bands other species, including hawks and 
great blue herons. His wife, who died 10 years ago, 
once complained to him, "If you were as interested 

(Continued on page 15) 

Sunday, March 19, 2006 
By David Templeton,  
Copyright, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 2006, all rights 
reserved. Reprinted with  permission. 
 
On a lark, I took a walk Monday with birder Ralph 
K. Bell on his Greene County farm.  
Renowned at age 91 for his knowledge of all things 
winged, he feathered our cheerful conversation with 
bird tales, local history and jokes which prompted 
some knee slaps.  
And as one might expect, he interrupted our discus-
sions whenever he heard a chirp. chee-chee or caw.  
"Hear that?" he'd say, his eyes bright with mystery.  
Oh, I heard the chirp, I had to admit, somewhere 
deep in the trees, but I paid it no mind.  
"Do you know what bird that is?" he said.  
OK, now we were playing Bird Jeopardy. The 
theme song played in my mind as the clock ticked 
down. I struggled for an intelligent guess, but I had-
n't a clue from what bird gullet that sound ema-
nated. Truth is, I can't tell a cluck from a honk.  
"Starling," he said.  
When we heard the mournful hoots of some distant 
bird, the quiz was on. My mind raced: Owl? Duck? 
Pterodoctyl?  
"Mourning dove, or what used to be called a turtle-
dove," he said, smiling. "That's the mating call."  
Turtledoves? What's next, I wondered, partridges in 
pear trees?  
Mr. Bell's Christmas tree farm in Morgan, about a 
mile north of Jefferson, is a pastoral haven for 
birds. The most recent bird count in and around his 
farm documented 71 species, including hawks, a 
turkey vulture and a ruby-throated hummingbird. 
The most surprising for Mr. Bell was a night hawk. 
A recent State Game Commission news release 
prompted my visit to Mr. Bell's farm. It heralded 
the successful restoration of the Eastern bluebird 
population in the state after a mid-20th century 
plunge. I knew Mr. Bell had been instrumental in 
helping to restore the local population.  
The commission said DDT contamination; loss of 
habitat for bluebirds, which nest in wood cavities 
and fence post; and the turn-of-20th century intro-

David Templeton's Seldom Seen: Helping the bluebird find happiness 
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(  )  1 YEAR  MEMBERSHIP $10.00 
(  )  3 YEARS MEMBERSHIP $25.00 
 
 NAME_____________________________ 
 ADDRESS__________________________ 
 COUNTY___________________________ 
 CITY______________________      
 STATE______ ZIP_______ 
 PHONE____________________________  
E-MAIL____________________________ 
 

Your Membership Expiration is  
on the Mailing Label. 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:   NCBS   
Mail to:   David Hindsley    
  135 Lakeview Dr.  
  Tarboro, NC 27886 

Mission Statement  
  Our goal is to support activities 
  that foster the resurgence of bluebirds  
  and other cavity nesting birds in our    
  home areas. 
  Please help the bluebirds by volunteering to help 
with:  
    _____Newsletters  
    _____Meetings 
    _____Box Building 
    _____Publicity 
    _____Membership  
    _____Nominations 
    _____County Coordinator program 
    _____On Board of Directors  
 

Contributions to the Newsletter 
Sharing Bluebird  information and stories make this an 

unique publication 
Please submit to:  Helen Munro, Co-editor 

22 Bobolink Rd.  Jackson Springs, NC 27281 
Phone - (910) 673-6936         Fax - (910) 673-7345   

North Carolina Bluebird Society 

NABS 2006 -San Antonio, Texas 
The North Carolina Bluebird Society was represented by 
six members at the North American Bluebird Society an-
nual meeting.  They enjoyed the opening session with the 
parade of flags and many workshops over four days.  
In addition to the Friday field trips, several people went 
down to visit the Alamo, River Walk, and Fiesta including 
the Parade of Flowers. This parade dates back 116 years as 
a tribute to the heroes who won Texas’ independence. 
Saturday’s meeting featured the “King of the Cavity Nest-
ers: The Ivory-billed Woodpecker,” given by David 
Luneau. He is one of the many people seeking this elusive 
bird that was thought to be extinct until a sighting in 2004. 
A Friday night Texas barbeque, a Saturday night Tex Mex 
Evening and two chances to watch bats exit caves made for 
a memorable NABS 2006 conference. 

From left to right: Cynthia Ammons, John & 
Virginia Pickles, Christine Ammons and 
Helen Munro. Marilyn Duraski of Goldsboro 
is missing from this early morning picture as 
they waited for a bus to transport them to a 
Mexican picnic breakfast at a nearby park. 

For Slide Programs, Videos and  
Education Material  

Please Contact: Hank Moss, Jr.  
525 Fairway Drive   Southern Pines, NC 28387 
(910) 692-2328    hmjr@pinehurst.net 

NABS 2007, Athens, Georgia, September 19 to September 23, 2007—Theme: Bluebird Partnership 
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The Story of One White Egg 
BLUEBIRD NOTES 

in making money as you are in banding birds, you'd 
be a millionaire."  
Besides compiling data on birds, Mr. Bell has writ-
ten numerous articles for bird publications.  
Jerry Feaser, the game commission's press secre-
tary, said people enjoy the bluebird for obvious rea-
sons. "They are very striking with a beautiful song 
and the fact they are native to Pennsylvania. People 
like all birds, but they want to see the ones that are 
supposed to be here."  
He said the commission applauds people such as 
Mr. Bell "who take the initiative to provide nesting 
boxes" for bluebirds and other species. Mr. Bell was 
on the crest of the conservation wave in 1927 when 
the bluebird began its decline.  
Bluebirds, he said, have been protected since 1843, 
reflecting the "love affair for the bluebird."  
Bluebird boxes should be placed in open fields, Mr. 
Bell said. He posts his on poles in his expansive 
fields. Bad locations for bird boxes are small yards 
or near buildings where house wrens or house spar-
rows can overtake the boxes, he said.  

(Continued from page 13) The best time to erect a bluebird box is now, the 
game commission said. The earlier it's placed in an 
appropriate location, the more likely it is to attract 
bluebirds.  
Because of these efforts, the state's bluebird popu-
lation is stronger today than in any time in the past 
half century. But the species must remain in the 
public eye to ensure its continued prosperity, the 
release said.  
As I walked with Mr. Bell, he pointed out a hand-
some little bluebird, and we heard a kestrel, which 
he identified, and various other species. I continued 
hearing the persistent mourning dove, which I kept 
identifying to prove to Mr. Bell that I was not a 
complete birdbrain.  
And, for a few hours that day, I had learned plenty, 
especially given my lack of knowledge on the topic 
when I sat down with Mr. Bell. He knew it from 
the start.  
"Do you know anything about birds?" he asked. 
My quizzical look with crinkled brow brought this 
zinger:  
"They have two wings and a tail."  

My Homes for Bluebirds’ box is located in our back-
yard adjacent to the golf course. Every year a blue-
bird family builds a nest and fledges four or five blue-
birds.  
White bluebird eggs are rare and 
according to Chuck Bliss account 
for only 2% of the bluebird eggs. 
Last year, in May, a family of 
four bluebirds were hatched from 
white eggs. This nest box is 100 
yards to the right of our backyard, 
again on the edge of the golf 
course. Two months later another 
nest of white eggs occurred across 
the golf course, again about 100 
yards away. 
So, this spring when four white eggs appeared in the 
box of my back yard and five white eggs in the box 
across the fairway, a rare event was becoming com-
mon place. 
The five white eggs across the fairway hatched and 
fledged. The female in my box incubated the eggs, 
but only one chick hatched. When I returned from the 

NABS meeting in San Antonio armed with my nest cam 
and 100 feet of cable, I dragged out the 13” TV with the 
VCR, dug a trench and switched the cup with the nest, 
one baby and three eggs from the original Homes for 

Bluebirds’ box to one with the nest cam.  
It was the best television I have ever 
watched. The parents would bring food. I 
watched the unbelievable growth rate of 
this one baby. At first, you could see the 
all three unhatched eggs and watch the 
mother continue to turn the eggs while 
she fed the one baby.  
The night before the single baby fledged, 
the parents were calling to him and trying 
to entice him with food. The next morn-

ing at 7:30 a.m., while my back was turned, he took off 
leaving the nest box empty. The parents were on top of 
the box doing a wing wave  as they cheered him on. 
Since then, this white egg laying couple has raised four 
more bluebirds and she is currently incubating four new 
white eggs. That is three nestings in one box in one sum-
mer by, I assume, the same parents.  
How are your bluebirds doing? Please fill out the survey. 

By Helen S. Munro, Foxfire Village 
Nest Camera—www.birdhousespycam.com or 1-800-807-1030 
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ALAMANCE  Fran Outhwaite  (336-226-4770) 
ANSON  Heyward McKinney    (704-694-3240)       
BLADEN Mike Jackson  (910-863-3839) 
BRUNSWICK   Don Adams  (910-278-3872) 
BUNCOMBE  Gladys & Sam Phillips (828-669-1010) 
BURKE Karen Gilliam  (828-437-6772) 
CABARRUS  David Silla   (704-788-3778) 
CASWELL Mary Beth Moore (919-563-2828) 
CHATHAM Lloyd Edwards  (919-837-2468) 
CHATHAM  Roy&Betty Lindholm    (919-969-7485)   
CHEROKEE  Carolyn Stockton  (828-494-4350) 
CLAY Carol Reid  (828-837-5807) 
CUMBERLAND    Catherine&Will Traylor (910-488-7792) 
CURRITUCK Heather Robbins (252-599-7410) 
DAVIDSON Ray Welch  (336-764-0226) 
DAVIE  Steve&Lori Collier (336-712-0720)    
DURHAM Dee-Gee Gates  (919-479-9142) 
EDGECOMBE  Ann Kent  (252-823-7862) 
FORSYTH  Bill Abbey  (336-766-5857) 
GASTON  Dana Glenn  (803-684-2300) 
GRANVILLE Phil Walters  (919-603-0472) 
GUILFORD Paul Waldrop  (336-299-5308) 
HENDERSON Joe Sanders  (828-651-0920) 
HYDE Sherri Surrat  (252-926-9313) 
JOHNSTON Ethelene Allen  (919-963-3831) 
LINCOLN     Pat Probst  (704-735-5780)
MCDOWELL    Carol Gilliam  (828-738-0655) 

MECKLENBURG  Doug Archer  (704-643-3841) 
MONTGOMERY Don Berrier  (336-461-4457) 
MOORE  Helen Munro  (910-673-6936) 
ORANGE   Sally Freeman  (919-471-2462) 
PITT  Dr. Edward Davis    (252-756-4165) 
POLK Barbara Rowe  (838-863-4253) 
RANDOLPH  Chuck Bliss  (336 625-5423) 
ROBESON Pete Roberts  (910-671-4702) 
ROCKINGHAM Fred Benson  (919-469-5987) 
ROWAN  Nancy Liggins  (704-636-8127) 
RUTHERFORD-  Christine Ammons (828-287-3502) 
STANLY   Richard Griffin    (704-474-4666) 
SURRY  Bethany Shepherd (336-352-4455) 
SWAIN Karen Jacobs  (828-488-6202) 
UNION  Augustus Moore (704-821-4624) 
WAKE   Elizabeth Kloster (919-866-0660) 
WAKE Bill Satterwhite  (919-787-5248) 
WATAUGA  John Whitley  (828-963-1911) 
WAYNE   John Pickles  (919-658-3062) 
YADKIN  Bob Southard  (336-679-8376) 
PIEDMONT, SC  David Edgerton   (864-947-5310)              
YORK, SC    Bill Hilton, Jr.  (803-684-5852) 
Web-site –   Liz Schmid  (336-595-6379) 

liz.schmid@earthlink.net 
Randy Senzig (919-779-4079), County Coordinator Chair. 
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