Bluebird Notes
NCBS Logo with Carolina Blue by Dempsey Essick

PUBLISHED BY
The North Carolina Bluebird Society
www.ncbluebird.org
Winter 2013

North Carolina
Bluebird Society
Mission Statement

Inside this issue:

2-3

Annual Meeting Details
Registration Form

4-5

Bluebird Survey Results

6 –10

Spotlight on Bev

11

Tribute to Helen

12

Spring is Around the
Corner

13

Membership Form

14

To Clean or Not to
Clean

15

Volume 28 Issue 1

MAKING IT THROUGH THE WINTER

Our goal is to
support activities
that foster the
resurgence of
bluebirds and other
cavity nesting birds
in our home areas.

Making it Through the
Winter
Who’s Afraid of a Cat?
Keiser Bros. Printing

NCBS is an
affiliate of NABS.

If you are concerned about helping your
bluebirds make it through the winter, you
might want to provide some winter cover
for them. They will often roost in their
nest boxes. The basic things you need to
consider are direction, roof overhang,
ventilation and drainage. There are other
things like design and the material the
nest box is made out of that will also affect the warmth of the box. Facing the
nest box East or South during the winter
will definitely keep the night time temperature inside the roosting box warmer.
The picture above demonstrates the importance of good roof overhang. If your
boxes are more like the box in the top
picture, simply add another longer roof
over the existing one. That will protect
the entry from being covered as seen in
this top picture. To change the nest box
into a roosting box, you need to block the
ventilation. You can do this by nailing a
piece of wood over the ventilation holes
and you can use other such materials as

Styrofoam strips, cardboard or even
duct tape! Drainage holes can be
blocked in boxes to keep it warmer
inside, but be certain to use materials
in which the birds will not become tangled. REAL cotton balls are good but
the polyester “cotton balls” can tangle
around the little bird’s legs and they
cannot break free. Polyester fill from
pillows etc. is not a good idea. Other
safe materials would include a one inch
layer of wood chips, caulking into the
holes, or a removable plywood second
floor with no drainage holes. In cooler
springs I will often leave the ventilation covered for the first nesting to
keep things warmer, but uncover drainage holes. How do you know if birds
are roosting in your nest boxes? Well
feces in the bottom is a good indication. Plus getting up early to see who
leaves the box to first greet the day is a
lot of fun too!
Source: Steve Garr
Missouri Bluebird Society
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THANKS EARL AND MIKE!
If you are anywhere in the country and need a great printer, Earl and
Mike Keiser are your answer! They have worked with us on projects
and have been a great help with any questions and issues that have arisen. Their printing company has given Bluebird Tips and Bluebird Notes
such a “touch of class” with the color issues that we would probably be
in for a big let down if we ever had to go back to the old black and
white color. The brothers made a nice donation to help cover the increase in cost of colored ink for our newsletters and we appreciate that
very much. Please give the Keiser Brothers consideration for your next
job and give them a telephone call at:

Keiser Brothers Printing
12275 Rockville Road
Glen Rock, PA 17327-812
717-989-0659 kbprinting@comcast.net
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Bluebird Tales

Mmmm ….GOOD!!

Hey! I got here
first!!

I’m not fat!
This is my
“getting ready
for winter”
look!

Dear Lord,
Thank you for this
food.
Amen

Photos Submitted by
Beth Nursey
NW Greensboro, NC

RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS
We have three schnauzers among many other animals at my house, but Prince,
was the daddy, the strong male and the “King of the Herd.” He had the most
wonderful personality and loved to go for walks! He would get so excited when
we reached in the leash drawer; he had the cutest snore, and we loved him dearly! A couple of months before Christmas, he was diagnosed with degenerative
heart failure and we were giving him meds. He would have good days and bad days. Well little
Prince died Christmas Eve morning and what a sad Christmas Eve it was for the Jarman family. It
was pouring down rain as we dug his grave and had our little funeral. Sad.
Sad. Sad. I had emailed Ray a day after and told him what happened and
how sad we were and that I needed some more ink cartridges for the newsletter. The next day on my front porch was a bag with the cartridges, the sweetest card regarding our Prince and a bottle of wine in this cute snowman tote
from Betsy and Ray Welch, our president and “first lady.” I think that’s one
of the nicest things anyone has ever done for me. What a warm “hug” it was,
and I will have to say people’s hugs and thoughtfulness really make times
like that more bearable. Thank you Betsy and Ray !
( We are better now:)
By Risa Jarman
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“BLUEBIRD FLY-IN”
2013 NC ANNUAL MEETING
I hope that you caught the “Bluebird Fly-in” that was in the fall issue of the Bluebird Notes regarding the
2013 Annual Meeting. If you missed it, do not worry ‘cause here is the notice again with more detail.
The Annual Meeting study committee reviewed three different properties and for various reasons two of them
really did not fit what they thought would be a suitable facility and location. They recommended and the
Board accepted what we believe is a super location for our May 4, 2013 Annual Meeting. The location that
has been selected is truly a “diamond in the woods.”
We have contracted with The Summit Center at Haw River State Park for our 2013 Annual Meeting. The
park is located in the northern Piedmont Triad region; picturesque terrain makes Haw River State Park the
perfect place to connect with nature.
Wildlife typical of the Piedmont region abounds with mammals, reptiles, amphibians and fowl. Along the
boardwalk, look for wild turkeys, red-headed and pileated woodpeckers, ruby-crowned kinglets, wood duck,
mallards and bluebirds. Amenities for meeting guests include: full dining service providing well-balanced
meals prepared on-site; hiking trails; a 6-acre lake for fishing and canoeing; and, state- of- the -arts audio and
video equipment.
On page 5, is the proposed agenda and a meeting registration form to be completed and returned no later than
April 20, 2013. To truly enjoy this location, we hope that you will plan to arrive on Friday, enjoy a great dinner, spend the night, meet for breakfast and join the meeting. Room rates are $90.00 for single occupancy
and $140.00 for a double occupancy. Your room rate includes three meals per person, per day which, if you
overnight Friday, will include Friday dinner, Saturday breakfast and lunch.
Door prizes would be welcomed if you would like to donate a gift(s). Additionally, we invite anyone who
would like to participate as a vendor of birding items at the meeting to let us know. If you know of potential
vendors, please advise them to contact me at 336-764-0226.

The Board truly hopes that you will make plans to attend this meeting
and look forward to seeing each of you then!
**************************** Room Reservations *******************************

NO LATER THAN APRIL 20, 2013
Please mail reservation to:
Mrs. Carrie Helston, Treasurer NCBS
7060 Landingham Drive, Willow Spring, NC 27592
I/We _____________________________________________will stay Friday night May 3, 2013.
Enclosed is a check payable to the NCBS for $90.00 single occupancy (includes 3 meals,) $140.00
double occupancy (includes 3 meals each person).
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NCBS 2013 Annual Meeting
The Summit Center at Haw River State Park
339 Conference Center Drive, Brown Summit, NC 27214
May 4, 2013

8:30 - 8:45
8:45 - 9:00
9:00 - 9:30
9:30 -10:00
10:00 -10:30
10:30 -11:30
11:30 -12:00
12:00 - 1:00
1:00 - 1:45
1:45 - 2:00
2:00 - 2:20
2:20 - 2:45
2:45 - 3:00

Registration – Meet and Greet.
Ranger Torry Nergart – Introduction to Haw River State Park.
Q and A – Things in the Bluebird World.
Business Session;
Election of Officer and Directors;
President’s Report to membership.
Break – Coffee – Visit vendors, view door prizes and silent auction items.
Dr. Lynn Siefferman – Update on things in the Bluebird World.
Graduate student presentation.
Questions for the speakers.
Lunch
Panel discussion on predator control.
Infomercial for the 2013 NABS meeting in Aiken, SC by Mr. Jim Burke.
Presentation by Mr. Frank Newell of the Eastern Bluebird Rescue Group.
Announcement of door prize winners and Silent Auction.
Adjournment – Announcement of 2014 Annual Meeting

__________________________________
Registration Form - Saturday, May 4, 2013
Please mail registration form and check payable to NCBS:
Ms. Carrie Helston; 7060 Landingham Drive; Willow Spring, NC 27592.

*****Registration Deadline – April 20, 2013*****
Name # 1___________________________

Name # 2______________________________

Phone # 1__________________________

Phone # 2______________________________

Email Address_______________________
__________ Adult(s) registration with lunch
__________ Adult registration only - no lunch
__________ Adult(s) who overnighted Friday

County of Residence_____________________
$20.00
$15.00
$12.00
Total

$_____________________
$_____________________
$_____________________
$_____________________

____ Number attending Dinner and Board Meeting on Friday night. Dinner will be included in room rate.
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NCBS 2012 Bluebird Survey Comments
Advance – I put up ten boxes on a golf course, but
mowers took down six that were in the way. I plan to
put them back up in the spring in different spots. Also
put up five too late in the season at son’s house. He has
acreage. I am looking forward to seeing how they do
next spring.
Ann McGuire
Asheville – On May 19th found one of my nests (2
eggs) over run by ants. Removed nest, dispatched ants
from box and nearby ground. Fashioned new nest from
nearby pine straw. Transferred eggs and new nest.
Three more eggs laid. Two of five babies fledged.
Diane Hankins
Brasstown – The heat this July was a problem for our
birds – 100+. I retired this June from 40 years of teaching and have more time now for our bluebirds and bluebird trail. We learn more each year! We used one-half
gallon milk containers cut off and cleaned out for inside
the boxes. They work very well.
Ed & Carol Reid
Biltmore Lake – The female apparently died with four
chicks in the nest. Adult male took over with feeding
and cleaning out box’s waste. He also was present for
the fledging.
Russ Baumon
Clemmons –In 2012, Tanglewood Park initiated a fiveyear trial of three versions of “Predator Guard” installed in the most predator prone areas of the bluebird
trail. Each installation followed one of three design
concepts or combinations: A. Scrap section of PVC
pipe installed over mounting post from the ground to
the bottom of the box making for a “slippery climb;”
B. Three-inch long plastic “tube guards” affixed to the
nest box entry which extends the reach for a predator
seeking the nest within; C. combined installation of
both pipe & tube. If predator guard effectiveness can be
reasonably established with the trial, additional guards
will be considered.
Bill Abbey
Fuquay-Varina – House sparrows were a greater problem this year at Fuquay-Varina High School than any
other year. The landscape crews still spray around the
base of our boxes. I can’t get them to stop.
Randy & Iris Senzig
Garner – Two babies died and it is believed to have
been abandoned because parents and one fledgling were
killed or frightened away by the fireworks on July 3rd.
The nesting box was too close to the display on the day
that the nestlings were due to fledge – July 4th. We plan
to remove the box in early June and replace it after July

4th next year to prevent recurrence.
We installed five sheet metal baffles to the boxes with
predator problems last season and plan to have four more
installed by January 2013. One box is on a utility pole outside the entrance and doesn’t need a baffle. No nestlings
lost to predators this season!!
Diane Woerner

Greensboro – In four nests all eggs disappeared, but in all
four cases a successful nest followed. Could be human
intervention. All boxes have snake/raccoon baffles.
Barbara Haralson
Hickory – Two nests with nine eggs total did not have any
eggs hatch. Both were at the end of the season and had
shells that could be seen through so much that you could
see the down on the unhatched chicks. Both nests also had
one egg with a crack as if it was about to hatch. This made
me very sad, and I am wondering if a pesticide could have
caused this if it were even used in the park. The adults
were occasionally seen around the nest boxes, but not towards the end.
Kristen Dzimitrowicz
Holly Springs – I can’t imagine a spring or summer without the nesting cycle! I moved here from Miami six years
ago this fall and I feel like the house is a human “box” set
in the middle of the natural world. I am so fortunate to live
near Bass Lake (Continued on page 7)
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NCBS 2012 Bluebird Survey Comments
(Continued from page 6) and be able to experience my
bluebirds when I am “retired” and can spend time with
their families. I paint, so now my feathered extended
family members are part of my best watercolors!
Betty Ann Packer
Morganton – I monitor boxes about once a week since
they’re at the Country Club. When my records show
the birds are about to fledge, I try to be extra careful
when opening the box. One nest had five babies. Four

fledged, but one didn’t want to leave. On my third try
(every other day) it looked like it was gone, but, as I
removed the nest, out he flew. In a panic I replaced the
nest and went to catch him as I could see where he
landed. Of course, I knew my chances were slim to
none, but had to try. Just as I was to make the grab, up
he flew. Suddenly, three adult bluebirds came out of
who knows where and followed it in a “V” formation.
What a relief to know he was being watched. It was
truly a rewarding experience in my bluebirding life.
Linda Julien
Pinehurst Greenway Trail—A control burn in the
park the end of June resulted in the smoke inhalation
deaths of many young bluebirds in the nest boxes. A
positive solution was found to the English Sparrow
problem at the racetrack. A two inch hole was cut in

the top and screening placed over it using waterproof
caulking. The English House Sparrows do not nest in
boxes with too much light and the bluebirds do not
mind the extra light and the little rain that may come
with it. Marisa Back
Raleigh – In two cases, eggs did not hatch at all even
though parents were present. This was probably due to
the heat during July. In two cases, nests were abandoned by parents due to wasps. Two babies were lost in
two separate nests due to heat. One nest of chickadees
was destroyed by a lawn mower.
Susan R. Wyatt
Sanford – This was my most unsuccessful year ever.
Five nestlings died (one clutch) for no apparent reason,
despite daily monitoring. Lost two clutches (four eggs
each) due to infertility as parents stayed with eggs until
I removed the nests (22 days). I lost one clutch (five
eggs) because something happened to the parents
(disappeared after the eggs were seven days old).
I had more predator problems than usual from snakes,
cats, a raccoon (first ever with latter two). Several in-

stances of more dominant birds building and laying
eggs over completed clutches.
One bright spot was when I observed this happening on
the first day. I removed the five covered eggs from the
first clutch, marked them with a magic marker and
placed them in two other clutches which were close to
the same age. I put three in a clutch of four and the other two in a clutch of five making a total of seven each in
the two clutches. One of these clutches hatched and
fledged all seven. (Continued on page 8)
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NCBS 2012 Bluebird Survey Comments
(Continued from page 7)The other hatched and fledged
six of seven. The one unhatched was the real mother’s
own as it was unmarked. All five transplanted eggs
hatched and fledged. I will install more predator guards
before next season.
Jerry Wicker
Statesville – I have a terrible time with mockingbirds.
They chase the bluebirds away from feeders and nest
boxes.
Sue Ligon
West End – Because of the hot weather I did not remove
the old nest in a few boxes. Of course, the danger was
that the babies would be nearer predators. However,
when the new nest was put over the old one, the eggs/
babies were nearer the ventilation holes. The three nests
that I did this all hatched babies that fledged. Perhaps this
nearness to ventilation was a positive move in extremely
hot weather.
Ruth & Bob Stolting
Wilkesboro – What a wonderful joy to have bluebirds in
my yard. I feel blessed and lucky to have a perfect track
record this year.
Lea W. Barnes
Willow Springs—All five were healthy, but we think
they were taken by a black rat snake. The nest was empty, but intact, not torn apart, no feathers. Parents wouldn’t
go in box, but were obviously upset. It was very sad for
us and them!
Dave & Carrie Helston
Winston Salem – (1 box; 5 eggs; 5 hatched; 5 fledged)
My first bluebirds since I moved back to NC in 2006.
This was despite houses and mealworms. Am very excited!
Brooke J. Suiter
Winston Salem – The English House Sparrows got a
head start on the bluebirds. They were searching a week
or ten days before bluebirds and I trapped more sparrows
than any year in the past. The snakes were a problem and
the extreme heat cut down on the number of nestings.
Ray Welch
Winston Salem – I caught three black snakes in Krueger
snake taps. All had gone around stove pipe baffles that I
had below the trap. All birds fledged. Snakes didn’t fare
so well. I had one box to fall down, post and all due to
heavy rain while bird was incubating. It was face down
all day. I put it back up and mother returned and three
birds fledged. One egg remained unhatched. The two nest
boxes that I paired were used by one bluebird. One box
remained empty.
The tree swallows built in another bluebird box 200 yards

away. Will see what happens next year. House wrens
destroyed a neighbor’s bluebird eggs and another neighbor’s titmouse eggs. They also killed my baby bluebirds. I moved my box and put it on the back of the
house above my patio and deck and they had a successful second nesting. Those house wrens were vicious this
year.
Juanna Wooten.

Survey Editor’s Note: The comments listed here are
ones of general interest and/or of educational value.
There were many reported predators; eggs that didn’t
hatch; and babies that died. However, all of these have
not been included because the emphasis is on the many
bluebirds that make it thanks to the many bluebirders
that monitor the boxes and come to the rescue.
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No. of Reported Eggs Laid and Birds
Fledged from 2012 back to 1995
No. of Bluebirds

10000
8000

6000

Number of Bluebird
Eggs Laid

4000
2000

Number of Bluebirds
Fledged:

0
1

3

5

7

9 11 13 15 17

Year - 2012 back to 1995

PAGE 10
PAGE 10

PAGE 10

B LU E B I R D NO T E S
B LU E B I R D NO T E S

V O LU M E 2 8 I S S U E 1
V O LU M E 2 8 I S S U E 1

NCBS 2012 Bluebird Survey Comments

BOY I LOVE THE
MEAL WORMS
HERE!
Submitted Jim Kunkle
Cleveland County Coordinator

Students in Mr. Kokladas class at Welcome Elementary
learn about bluebirds from their substitute teacher. Me!

Risa Jarman
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SPOTLIGHT ON
ORANGE COUNTY COORDINATOR

Beverly Frassinelli
I grew up and lived most of my life in Fort Worth, Texas. In 1989, I got a job with a former Official Court Reporter, and moved to Hillsborough, NC.
Because I was away from home, had few friends and was
very homesick, a friend suggested that I get a bird feeder.
Well, that started my love of birds. I purchased several
books so that I could identify the song birds that were regularly coming to my feeders.
I don’t remember exactly when I saw my first Eastern
Bluebird, but I do remember that it was “love at first sight.” That sparked my interest in learning about them. By 1995 I had a friend help me put up about 25
bluebird houses and began a bluebird trail that 17 years later is not only still in existence but thriving. We had 76 bluebirds to fledge in 2012.
My bluebird trail is known as the Phyllis-Anne-and-Beverly Bluebird Trail.
Two of my dear friends help me maintain and monitor the trail, which today still
consists of 25 houses. The houses are spread over about 5 miles, and are located on various friends’ farms and land. Each year I try to update everyone on the
monitoring results by writing a newsletter two or three times a year.
Some of the houses are located on the Maple View Dairy Farm in Hillsborough, NC. Through those houses I met Ken Kernodle. After meeting him, and
discussing my love for bluebirds, he suggested that I volunteer to be the Orange
County Coordinator which I did. I also volunteered to help at the annual meeting
at Maple View and the rest is history.
I plan start taking pictures of the trail, houses, eggs, birds, etc. when spring
comes and put together a presentation to share. I will contact some groups, such
as a Girl Scout or Boy Scout group, and make a few presentations. I have answered a phone call or two and email about bluebird questions. I am still working
full time as a court reporter, so when I retire I can certainly do more in the community with furthering people’s knowledge about these beautiful birds.

I can be reached at
Office: 919.942.1776
Mobile: 919.943.8039
Email: bsfrassinelli@yahoo.com

Submitted by Joye Stephenson
County Coordinator Administrator
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TRIBUTE TO HELEN MUNRO
PAST BLUEBIRD NOTES EDITOR
Helen has gone to Texas to be near her grandchildren. She leaves North Carolina “A Better Place”
as she contributed significantly to The North Carolina Bluebird Society and other North Carolina organizations. Helen became President of the North Carolina Bluebird Society in 1998 after joining the society in
1995. She also served again in 2000, 2004 and 2007 due to unusual circumstances in our organization at
that time.
My first recollection of Helen was back in 1996 when she was our Corresponding Secretary. She
suggested that we have our next Board meeting at Jack Finches “Homes for Bluebirds” in Bailey NC. The
meeting was planned and we all enjoyed a wonderful day as we toured Jack’s Nest Box Building Facility
and farm with its many varieties of trees and shrubs. Jack also showed us his “snake yard” where he was
trying to develop a device to protect nest boxes mounted on poles.
I still have a copy of the group photo taken that day. Helen attended and contributed to many national conventions of the North American Bluebird Society: Montana, Nebraska, New York, Ohio and
many others. I particularly remember Bob Niebhur and the wonderful Montana convention in 1999. As we
strolled along a Bluebird Trail at this dude ranch a little old lady from Alaska told us of her foolproof way
to eliminate neighborhood cats from bothering the Bluebirds in her garden. (A very memorable solution.)
Well what was it Chuck?
We were also invited to visit Art and Vivian Aylesworth’s home in Ronan to observe Bluebird banding by Ern Davis and tour the National Bison Preserve (more than 500 buffalo). As we drove from Great
Falls to Ronan I wanted to visit a ranch where I had spent some summers as a child. This was also on the
road to Big Fork MT, a retirement community that Carl and Helen had visited and considered when Carl
retired from Dupont in 1991. The lot they had considered had not been developed and was now a patch of
weeds. I am glad Helen and Carl chose Foxfire over Big Fork. Big Fork’s loss was certainly North Carolina’s gain.
In 2004 Helen, Bill Abbey, Christine Ammons, Sam and Gladys Phillips and others planned a wonderful 2005 national convention for the North American Bluebird Society and it was held in Asheville. It
was a great event and my first “shagging” experience. Helen became Editor of BB Notes in 1996 and developed it into a fantastic publication. Her shoes will be a challenge to fill.
I hope to visit Helen and her family in Texas someday. She is gone but certainly not forgotten.

“Helen certainly did leave North Carolina a Better Place”
Chuck Bliss Nov 2012
New Editors Note
I just want to say that Helen Munro made the transition to me being editor very easy. She
had the next several issues laid out so all I had to do was put things in place. Her phone
number and email have been right by my side if I had any questions and I have learned so
much from her expertise. She even gave me a computer and a printer! I now know what a
JPEG and PDF are so I have come a long way! I thank her with all my heart for helping me
get started as your new editor.
Risa Jarman
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SPRING IS AROUND THE CORNER!!
This is the most fun time for bluebird lovers! Check those bluebird houses! Get
them placed in the most optimum spots
by February. Check out the NC Bluebird
Society's Website for all kinds of information about the placement of your houses for best results. Get your neighbors and
friends interested in bluebirds. Through
our efforts of providing homes for
them, bluebirds are really making a
huge comeback. Standard bluebird
houses can be bought at State Employees Credit Unions for just $10. ( just
the cost of the materials) to help the
bluebirds thrive. They will be looking
for home sites soon. Make yours the
place for Mama and Papa bluebird to
be! Also please send lots of spring bluebird pictures for the spring newsletter
as soon as you can! That’s our best time
to get great pictures!! Looking forward to
hearing from you!
Risa Jarman

HELEN MUNRO AT HER NEW
HOUSE IN TEXAS

North Carolina Bluebird
Society On-Line Store
Just “Google”
NC Bluebird Society
On-line Store
Check for updates as new merchandise is always
being added.
Books - Clothing
Tote Bags - Magnets - Flags
Pamphlets—Note Cards
Nest Box Tags - Caps
Earrings
Puzzles and More!!

B LU E B I R D NO T E S
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North Carolina Bluebird Society
NORTH CAROLINA BLUEBIRD SOCIETY (NCBS)
MEMBERSHIP FORM
NC Bluebird Dues:
(

) 1 Year ($10.00)

(

) 3 Years ($25.00)

ADDITIONAL TAX DEDUCTABLE DONATION
$_______________
GIFT MEMBERSHIP FROM ________________________

GIVE A FRIEND THE GIFT OF THE NC
BLUEBIRD SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP!
Just fill out the form to the left and indicate
it is a gift membership and we will put a
note in their membership packet that they
are the recipient of your wonderful gift of
bluebird events, stories and pictures!!

GIVEN TO:
Name

_________________________________________

Address _________________________________________
City, State & Zip___________________________________
County __________________________________________
Telephone number___________________________________
E-mail address_____________________________________
Member email addresses will be used for NCBS official business only and will be considered confidential information.
( ) Check box if you prefer to access the NCBS Bluebird
Notes newsletter via the Internet.
Please complete this form and send it with your check made
payable to "NCBS" to:
North Carolina Bluebird Society
ATTN: David Hindsley
135 Lakeview Drive
Tarboro, NC 27886
I am interested in:
_____ Assisting with the annual meeting
_____ Serving as a NCBS Board Member
_____ Helping with the newsletter
_____ Conducting a bluebird workshop
_____ Contacting my local paper with news
_____ Volunteering to be a NCBS County Coordinator
_____ Other (please explain) _____________________
NCBS is an affiliate of the
North American Bluebird Society

STORIES, PICTURES ANDCONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE NEWSLETTER
WANTED!!!
Sharing bluebird information, stories and
your wonderful pictures make this a unique
Publication!
Please submit to:
Editor@ncbluebird.org
or Risa Jarman
Risatj2@triad.rr.com
336-775-4083
or write to
Risa Jarman
141 Williams Meadow Lane
Winston-Salem, NC 27127
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TO CLEAN OR NOT TO CLEAN?
Clean out your bluebird nest boxes? If and when, is a perennial debate among bluebird
lovers. Maybe some cavity-nesting birds prefer boxes that contain old nesting material, but not
bluebirds! House Wrens and some other cavity nesters will clean out an old used nest, but not
the Bluebird. They will build a new nest on top of the existing nest. This instinct can cause
problems for the new family due to pests, and disease, etc. It can also raise the nest to an undesirable level in the nest box. So I am a firm believer in cleaning the old nest out as soon as the
babies have fledged; it is highly unlikely that the old nest will be used again.
Now I know there are some of you who are saying, “That’s hog wash!” Now I didn’t
say anything at all about washing out the box. Save that effort until the end of the nesting season or the spring before nesting starts. My theory is that nests built on top of another nest may
promote disease and parasite infestation, and increase the likelihood that a predator will be
able to reach in and nab eggs or
nestlings that are closer to the entrance
hole. The dust and dirt can also
attract ants, fire ants, etc., and accumulated feather dander can make
the interior dusty, especially as older
babies start exercising their wings.
A clean nest box enables monitors to
know whether a box has been
used before and by what bird species.
As you clean out a nest box, I suggest using gloves and make sure that
you are upwind!
When to clean: First, make
sure it is not an active or new nest.
Some birds can build a nest very
quickly, but others are slower. Do not
ty Act and never remove the active
forget the Migratory Bird Treanest of a native bird. It’s against
the law! If you are unsure or cannot
determine the species of the possible occupant, leave the nest alone. Also remember that the only birdspecies that are not protected by the
Migratory Act are the English/
House Sparrow, European Starling and
the Rock Pigeon (a.k.a. Rock Dove). Another reminder, the NCBS erects nest boxes in hope of
getting bluebirds, but if chickadees, wrens, etc. build in our box, we should be just as happy
and hope that the next nest is blue!
I am a firm believer that one should remove the spent nest as soon as the young fledge.
The fledgling bluebirds will not return to that box, nor will the bluebird re-use that spent nest,
so CLEAN! As we approach spring and a new breeding season, a deeper clean may be necessary in case field mice, flying squirrels, etc. have over-wintered in your box. A good scraping
or brushing will probably do, but if you feel a need, a 10% bleach solution should do the job.
You might want to leave the box open to air and dry for 24 hours, after which the box should
be totally safe for use.
Caring for bluebirds is like raising children; some are higher
maintenance than others, but the bottom line is that we need to
keep them clean! Bluebirds are more like your “grands,” so
have fun with them.
By Ray Welch
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